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18.

CENTRAL VALLEY SPORT FISHING

Today’s Item

Information ☐

Action ☒

Consider authorizing publication of notice of intent to amend Central Valley sport fishing
regulations.
Summary of Previous/Future Actions
•
•
•
•

Today’s notice hearing
Discussion hearing
Discussion hearing
Adoption hearing

Dec 11-12, 2019; Sacramento
Feb 5-6, 2020; Sacramento
Apr 15-16, 2020; Sacramento
May 14, 2020; Teleconference

Background
FGC generally adopts Central Valley sport fishing regulations on an annual basis to align state
regulations with federal fishery management goals set by the Pacific Fishery Management
Council (PFMC).
DFW is proposing a range of size, bag, and possession limits for Sacramento River fall-run
Chinook salmon in the American, Feather, Mokelumne, and Sacramento rivers to encompass
possible PFMC 2020 recommendations for Central Valley salmon escapement goals. PFMC’s
escapement estimate will be released in mid-Apr 2020.
The scope of options in the initial statement of reasons (ISOR; Exhibit 2) is intentionally broad
to allow for flexibility in developing the final Central Valley salmon limits. DFW will recommend
specific regulation changes to FGC at its Apr 15-16, 2020 meeting for adoption at FGC’s May
14, 2020 teleconference.
Three options for proposed changes to Section 7.50 are being presented for consideration:
• Option 1 allows take of any size Chinook salmon up to the daily bag and possession
limits;
• Option 2 allows for take of a limited number of adult (3-5 year-old) Chinook salmon, with
grilse (2 year-old) Chinook salmon making up the remainder of the daily bag and
possession limits;
• Option 3 allows for take of only grilse Chinook salmon.
When considering a grilse fishery, it is important to determine a size limit that balances
angling harvest opportunity for male grilse versus preserving the limited number of females
available to spawn. For the purposes of the proposed regulations, DFW recommends a grilse
salmon size limit of less than or equal to 27 inches total length, based upon an analysis of
grilse data conducted by DFW as part of the 2019 Central Valley salmon sport fishing
rulemaking (Exhibit 3).
All three proposed options will also increase fishing opportunities for Chinook salmon by
extending the Chinook salmon sport fishing season on the Sacramento River from the
Deschutes Road Bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam from a closure date of Dec 16 to a
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closure date of Dec 31. This proposal originates from a request made by the sport fishing
community to enhance late-season fishing opportunity on the Sacramento River. Upon review
of this request, DFW supports extending the fishing season from Dec 16 to Dec 31 upstream
of the Red Bluff Diversion Dam, as this will provide late-season fishing opportunity for late-fallrun Chinook salmon without negatively impacting federally- and state-listed winter-run Chinook
salmon (see Exhibit 2 for further discussion).
All three options will also include:
• As Coho salmon have not been stocked in Lake Oroville since 2013, and are no longer
planted in the Feather River water impoundments, amend Section 7.00 to remove the
exception for take and incidentally hooked Coho salmon in Lake Oroville and OrovilleThermalito Complex, and the Feather River from the Diversion Pool Dam to the Fish
Barrier Dam.
• To protect federally- and state-listed fish that become trapped below concrete flood
control weirs from angling opportunity, amend Section 2.35 and subsections
7.50(b)(156.5)(D) and (E) to include and differentiate flood control weirs in the Central
Valley from other types of weirs, and clarify a fishing closure of 0-250 feet downstream
from the overflow side of Moulton, Tisdale, Fremont, and Sacramento weirs.
• Make a minor correction to subsections 7.50(b)(124)(A), (B), and (D) to ensure
consistency in the format in which the daily bag and possession limit for hatchery trout
or hatchery steelhead is displayed in regulatory text.
Significant Public Comments
The Buena Vista Rancheria expressed support for Option 2 in the draft ISOR (Exhibit 6).
Recommendation
FGC staff: Authorize publication of a notice as recommended by DFW.
Committee: Authorize publication of a notice as recommended by DFW.
DFW: Authorize publication of a notice as proposed in the draft ISOR (Exhibit 2) and, following
adoption of any changes, request that the Office of Administrative Law make the regulation
effective on or before Jul 16, 2020 (Exhibit 1).
Exhibits
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

DFW memo transmitting ISOR, received Nov 22, 2019
Draft ISOR
ISOR, Central Valley Salmon Sport Fishing, dated Nov 20, 2018 (for background
purposes only)
Draft economic and fiscal impact statement (Std. 399)
DFW presentation
Email from Richard Hawkins, representing Buena Vista Rancheria, received Nov 26,
2019
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Motion/Direction
Moved by _____________ and seconded by _____________ that the Commission authorizes
publication of a notice of its intent to amend sections 2.35 and 7.00, and subsections
7.50(b)(5), et al., related to Central Valley sport fishing regulations.

Author: Craig Castleton

3

State of California
Department of Fish and Wildlife

Received November 22, 2019.
Original signed copy on file.

Memorandum
Date:

November 19, 2019

To:

Melissa Miller-Henson
Executive Director
Fish and Game Commission

From:

Charles H. Bonham
Director

Subject: Submittal of Initial Statement of Reasons to Amend Central Valley Sport Fishing
Regulations
Please find attached the Initial Statement of Reasons (ISOR) to amend sections 2.35 and
7.00, and subsections (b)(5), (b)(68), (b)(124), and (b)(156.5) of Section 7.50, Title 14,
California Code of Regulations, for sport fishing regulations in the Central Valley.
Similar to last year, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) is presenting
three regulatory options for the 2020 Central Valley sport fishing regulations for the Fish and
Game Commission’s (Commission) consideration. The three options encompass possible
Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) 2020 recommendations for Sacramento River
fall-run Chinook Salmon (SRFC) stocks. The purpose for providing options is to increase
flexibility for development of the final Central Valley sport fishing regulations. The
Department’s preferred option is Option 1 – any size Chinook Salmon fishery, given the 2020
SRFC stock abundance forecast is sufficiently high to avoid the need to constrain in-river
SRFC harvest. Specific bag and possession limits for SRFC will be presented to the
Commission after the PFMC adopts its final recommendations at its April 2020 meeting.
The attached ISOR includes three additional proposed changes that are different from the
2019 regulations: (1) extend the fishing season by two weeks on the upper Sacramento
River from Deschutes Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam (RBDD); (2) remove
obsolete regulations concerning take of Coho Salmon in the Feather River; and (3) prohibit
fishing below concrete flood control weirs. The first change stemmed from a petition
submitted for consideration to the Commission to extend the season on the Sacramento
River downstream of the RBDD. After the Commission referred the petition to the
Department for consideration, the Department evaluated the request in the ISOR, and found
that an extension downstream of the RBDD was not warranted biologically, but that an
extension upstream of the RBDD to the Deschutes Road bridge was warranted.
The draft negative declaration for compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act
will be provided to the Commission prior to the discussion hearing.
The Department asks that the Commission request that the Office of Administrative Law
make the regulations effective on or before July 16, 2020.
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Kevin Shaffer,
Chief, Fisheries Branch, by telephone at (916) 327-8841 or by e-mail at

Melissa Miller-Henson, Executive Director
Fish and Game Commission
November 19, 2019
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Kevin.Shaffer@wildlife.ca.gov.
The public notice should identify Senior Environmental Scientist, Karen Mitchell, as the
Department’s point of contact for this rulemaking. Ms. Mitchell can be reached at
(916) 445-0826 or by e-mail at Karen.Mitchell@wildlife.ca.gov.
Attachment
ec: Stafford Lehr, Deputy Director
Wildlife and Fisheries Division
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Kevin Shaffer, Chief
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Roger Bloom, Env. Program Manager
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Tina Bartlett, Regional Manager
Northern Region (Region 1)
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Michelle Selmon, Program Manager
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Regulations Unit
Ona.Alminas@wildlife.ca.gov
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Ari Cornman, Wildlife Advisor
Fish and Game Commission
Ari.Cornman@fgc.ca.gov
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DRAFT DOCUMENT
State of California
Fish and Game Commission
Initial Statement of Reasons for Regulatory Action
Amend Sections 2.35 and 7.00, and Subsections (b)(5), (b)(68), (b)(124),
and (b)(156.5) of Section 7.50
Title 14, California Code of Regulations
Re: Central Valley Sport Fishing Regulations
I. Date of Initial Statement of Reasons: November 18, 2019
II. Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings
(a) Notice Hearing
Date: December 11, 2019

Location: Sacramento, CA

(b) Discussion Hearing
Date: February 6, 2020

Location: Sacramento, CA

(c) Discussion Hearing
Date: April 16, 2020

Location: Sacramento, CA

(d) Adoption Hearing
Date: May 14, 2020

Location: Teleconference

III. Description of Regulatory Action
(a) Statement of Specific Purpose of Regulatory Change and Factual Basis for Determining that
Regulation Change is Reasonably Necessary
Unless otherwise specified, all section references in this document are to Title 14 of the
California Code of Regulations (CCR).
Current regulations in subsections (b)(5), (b)(68), (b)(124), and (b)(156.5) of Section 7.50
prescribe the 2019 seasons and daily bag and possession limits for Sacramento River fall-run
Chinook Salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha; SRFC) sport fishing in the American, Feather,
Mokelumne, and Sacramento rivers, respectively. Collectively, these four rivers constitute the
“Central Valley fishery” for SRFC for purposes of this document (Figure 1). Each year, the
Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) recommends new Chinook Salmon bag and
possession limits for consideration by the Fish and Game Commission (Commission) to align
the fishing limits with up-to-date management goals, as set forth below.
The Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) is responsible for adopting
recommendations for the management of recreational and commercial ocean salmon fisheries
in the Exclusive Economic Zone (three to 200 miles offshore) off the coasts of Washington,
Oregon, and California. When approved by the Secretary of Commerce, these
recommendations are implemented as ocean salmon fishing regulations by the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).
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Figure 1. Map of the “Central Valley fishery” for Sacramento River fall-run Chinook Salmon,
encompassing the following rivers and their respective subsections of Section 7.50: American
(b)(5), Feather (b)(68), Mokelumne (b)(124), and Sacramento (b)(156.5).
The PFMC will develop the annual Pacific coast ocean salmon fisheries regulatory options for
public review at its March 2020 meeting and will adopt its final regulatory recommendations at
its April 2020 meeting based on the PFMC salmon abundance estimates and
recommendations for ocean harvest for the coming season. Based on the April 2020
recommendation by PFMC, the Department will recommend specific bag and possession limit
regulations for the Central Valley fishery to the Commission at its April 16, 2020 meeting. The
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Commission will then consider adoption of the Central Valley sport fishing regulations at its
May 14, 2020 teleconference.
Proposed Regulations
CHINOOK SALMON BAG AND POSSESSION LIMITS
The Department recognizes the uncertainty of SRFC in-river harvest projections. Therefore, for
the 2020 Central Valley fishery, the Department is presenting three regulatory options for the
Commission’s consideration to tailor 2020 Central Valley fishery management to target 2020
in-river fisheries harvest projections.
•

Option 1 is the most liberal of the three options, and allows take of any size Chinook
Salmon up to the daily bag and possession limits.

•

Option 2 allows for take of a limited number of adult Chinook Salmon, with grilse
Chinook Salmon making up the remainder of the daily bag and possession limits.

•

Option 3 is the most conservative option, and allows for a grilse-only Chinook
Salmon fishery.

All three options will also increase fishing opportunities on Chinook Salmon by extending the
Chinook Salmon sport fishing season on the Sacramento River from the Deschutes Road
bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam from a closure date of December 16 to a closure date of
December 31. The rationale for this proposal is discussed in greater detail below.
A minor correction will also be made to subsections 7.50(b)(124)(A), (B), and (D), to ensure
consistency in the format in which the daily bag and possession limit for hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead is displayed in the regulatory text.

Key to Proposed Regulatory Changes:
Because the PFMC recommendations are not known at this time, a range shown
in [brackets] in the text below of bag and possession limits is indicated where it is
desirable to continue Chinook Salmon fishing in the American, Feather,
Mokelumne, and Sacramento rivers.
Bold text indicates changes to the in-river season or boundary.
The following options are provided for Commission consideration:
Option 1 – Any Size Chinook Salmon Fishery
This option would allow anglers to take up to [0-4] Chinook Salmon of any size per day. This
option is the Department’s preferred option if the 2020 SRFC stock abundance forecast is
sufficiently high to avoid the need to constrain in-river SRFC harvest.
American River, subsection 7.50(b)(5):
(B)

From the USGS gauging station cable crossing near Nimbus Hatchery to the SMUD
power line crossing the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park.
July 16 through October 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
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Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
(C)

From the SMUD power line crossing at the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park to
the Jibboom Street bridge.
July 16 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon.

(D)

From the Jibboom Street bridge to the mouth.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon.

Feather River, subsection 7.50(b)(68):
(D)

From the unimproved boat ramp above the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall to 200 yards
above the Live Oak boat ramp.
July 16 through October 31 with a daily bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon.

(E)

From 200 yards above the Live Oak boat ramp to the mouth.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.

Mokelumne River, subsection 7.50(b)(124):
(A)

From Camanche Dam to Elliott Road.
July 16 through October 15 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.

(B)

From Elliott Road to the Woodbridge Irrigation District Dam and including Lodi Lake.
From July 16 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.

(D)

From the Lower Sacramento Road bridge to the mouth.
From July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.

Sacramento River below Keswick Dam, subsection 7.50(b)(156.5):
(C)

From Deschutes Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam.
August 1 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
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(D)

From the Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the Highway 113 bridge.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.

(E)

From the Highway 113 bridge to the Carquinez Bridge.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.

Option 2 – Limited Adult and Grilse Salmon Fishery
This option would allow the take of a limited number of adult Chinook Salmon, with grilse
Chinook Salmon making up the remainder of the daily bag and possession limits. Should a
reduction in the adult component of the stock be imposed by PFMC harvest projections, the
Department is recommending specifying angling opportunities on the smaller, and possibly
more numerous grilse salmon to increase angling harvest opportunities. Grilse returns from the
previous season are included in pre-season stock abundance forecasts, but are not included in
the current season adult returns used for evaluating conservation targets for SRFC. Due to
their smaller size and immaturity, grilse are typically outcompeted by larger adults, and do not
significantly contribute to the spawning population, and so they would be available for harvest
without impacting the juvenile recruitment for the current season. Take of adult salmon would
be limited under regulation, and the subsequent juvenile production would help rebuild the
depressed stock size at a time when there is the need to restrict harvest of adult salmon.
The Department recommends a grilse salmon size limit of less than or equal to 27 inches total
length based on an analysis of grilse data conducted by Department staff in 2019 (refer to
Section III(e) below). A 27-inch total length grilse salmon cutoff is the best balance between
angling harvest opportunity of possibly abundant smaller, two-year old male salmon and
preserving the limited number of females available to spawn.
American River, subsection 7.50(b)(5):
(B)

From the USGS gauging station cable crossing near Nimbus Hatchery to the SMUD
power line crossing the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park.
July 16 through October 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no more
than [0-4] fish over 27 inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0–4] fish may be over
27 inches total length.

(C)

From the SMUD power line crossing at the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park to
the Jibboom Street bridge.
July 16 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no more
than [0-4] fish over 27 inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0–4] fish may be over
27 inches total length.
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(D)

From the Jibboom Street bridge to the mouth.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no more
than [0-4] fish over 27 inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0–4] fish may be over
27 inches total length.

Feather River, subsection 7.50(b)(68):
(D)

From the unimproved boat ramp above the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall to 200 yards
above the Live Oak boat ramp.
July 16 through October 31 with a daily bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no
more than [0-4] fish over 27 inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0–4] fish may be over
27 inches total length.

(E)

From 200 yards above the Live Oak boat ramp to the mouth.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no more
than [0-4] fish over 27 inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be over
27 inches total length.

Mokelumne River, subsection 7.50(b)(124)
(A)

From Camanche Dam to Elliott Road.
July 16 through October 15 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no more
than [0-4] fish over 27 inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be over
27 inches total length.

(B)

From Elliott Road to the Woodbridge Irrigation District Dam and including Lodi Lake.
From July 16 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no
more than [0-4] fish over 27 inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be over
27 inches total length.

(D)

From the Lower Sacramento Road bridge to the mouth.
From July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no
more than [0-4] fish over 27 inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be over
27 inches total length.

Sacramento River below Keswick Dam, subsection 7.50(b)(156.5):
(C)

From Deschutes Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam.
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August 1 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no
more than [0-4] fish over 27 inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be over
27 inches total length.
(D)

From the Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the Highway 113 bridge.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no more
than [0-4] fish over 27 inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be over
27 inches total length.

(E)

From the Highway 113 bridge to the Carquinez Bridge.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no more
than [0-4] fish over 27 inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be over
27 inches total length.

Option 3 – Grilse-only Salmon Fishery
This option would allow for a grilse-only salmon fishery. Should a reduction in the adult
component of the stock be imposed by PFMC harvest projections, the Department is
recommending specifying angling opportunities on the smaller, and possibly more numerous
grilse salmon to increase angling harvest opportunities. Grilse returns from the previous
season are included in pre-season stock abundance forecasts, but are not included in the
current season adult returns used for evaluating conservation targets for SRFC. Due to their
smaller size and immaturity, grilse are typically outcompeted by larger adults, and do not
significantly contribute to the spawning population, and so they would be available for harvest
without impacting the juvenile recruitment for the current season. Take of adult salmon would
be prohibited under regulation, and the subsequent juvenile production would help rebuild the
depressed stock size at a time when there is the need to restrict harvest of adult salmon.
The Department recommends a grilse salmon size limit of less than or equal to 27 inches total
length based on an analysis of grilse data conducted by Department staff in 2019 (refer to
Section III(e) below). A 27-inch-total length grilse salmon cutoff is the best balance between
angling harvest opportunity of possibly abundant smaller, two-year old male salmon and
preserving the limited number of female salmon available to spawn.
American River, subsection 7.50(b)(5):
(B)

From the USGS gauging station cable crossing near Nimbus Hatchery to the SMUD
power line crossing the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park.
July 16 through October 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to
27 inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.

(C)

From the SMUD power line crossing at the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park to
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the Jibboom Street bridge.
July 16 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or equal
to 27 inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.
(D)

From the Jibboom Street bridge to the mouth.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or equal
to 27 inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.

Feather River, subsection 7.50(b)(68):
(D)

From the unimproved boat ramp above the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall to the Live Oak
boat ramp.
July 16 through October 31 with a daily bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or
equal to 27 inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.

(E)

From 200 yards above the Live Oak boat ramp to the mouth.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or equal
to 27 inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.

Mokelumne River, subsection 7.50(b)(124):
(A)

From Camanche Dam to Elliott Road.
July 16 through October 15 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to
27 inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.

(B)

From Elliott Road to the Woodbridge Irrigation District Dam and including lake Lodi.
From July 16 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or
equal to 27 inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.

(D)

From the Lower Sacramento Road bridge to the mouth.
From July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or
equal to 27 inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.

Sacramento River below Keswick Dam, subsection 7.50(b)(156.5):
(C)

From Deschutes Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam.
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August 1 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or
equal to 27 inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.
(D)

From the Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the Highway 113 bridge.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or equal
to 27 inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.

(E)

From the Highway 113 bridge to the Carquinez Bridge.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or equal
to 27 inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.

EXTEND CHINOOK SALMON SPORT FISHING SEASON ON THE SACRAMENTO RIVER
Sport fishing interests have requested the Chinook Salmon sport fishing season on the
Sacramento River be extended from the current December 16 closure date to December 31 to
enhance late-season fishing opportunity on the river. The current sport fishing regulations for
Chinook Salmon on the Sacramento River extend approximately 300 miles from the Deschutes
Road bridge downstream to the Carquinez bridge. At issue is regulating the closure date to
minimize contact in the fishery with federally and state-listed endangered winter-run Chinook
Salmon.
In 2002, the Department provided evidence to support a shortened salmon fishing season in
the lower Sacramento River system to protect winter-run Chinook Salmon, which resulted in
the current December 16 season closure date. Since 2006, when the Central Valley Angler
Survey program was reinstated, four winter-run Chinook Salmon coded-wire tag (CWT)
recoveries have been made in Sacramento River sport fishery monitoring (Table 1). Two of the
four recoveries occurred after the current season closure date of December 16 and both
occurred upstream of Knights Landing. The other two recoveries occurred in December prior to
the current season closure date, and both were again at or above Knights Landing. While the
number of recoveries is modest and scattered among years, expansions of the CWT
recoveries may suggest a more appreciable impact to winter-run Chinook Salmon at the
population level than what the raw numbers do alone.
Table 1. Coded-wire tag recoveries of winter-run Chinook Salmon in the Sacramento River
sport fishery, 2006 – 2018, as seen in monitoring conducted by the Central Valley Angler
Survey. RM = river mile, F = female, M = male
Collection
Date
12/20/2008
12/06/2009
12/26/2009

Collection Location
3 river miles above Knights
Landing RM 93
At Knights Landing RM 90
1 river mile below Butte City
RM 168
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Brood
Year
2006
2007
2007

Age Sex Fork Length
(mm)
3
F
792
3
3

M
M

751
770

12/12/2018

At confluence with Stony
Creek RM 190

2015

4

F

935

Late-fall-run Chinook Salmon spawning begins in December, peaks in late January, and
continues into March. Late-fall-run Chinook Salmon have two main areas in which they spawn
in the upper Sacramento River: the main stem river from Red Bluff up to Keswick Dam
supports a population, and Battle Creek supports a hatchery population at Coleman National
Fish Hatchery.
Based on the CWT information presented in Table 1, the Department does not support
extending the Chinook Salmon fishing season in the Sacramento River downstream of the Red
Bluff Diversion Dam (RBDD). With contact being made with winter-run Chinook Salmon both
before and after the current closure date in this area, adding 2 weeks of fishing is not
warranted.
However, the Department does support extending the fishing season upstream of the RBDD
(RM 243), because most late season fishing for late-fall-run Chinook Salmon would occur near
the mouth of Battle Creek (RM 275). This would provide an approximately 80-mile buffer from
where the most upstream winter-run Chinook Salmon was recovered (RM 190). This will
provide additional fishing opportunity on late-fall-run Chinook Salmon, with anglers primarily
targeting hatchery fish going into Battle Creek, while continuing to protect state and federallylisted endangered winter-run Chinook Salmon. The Department will continue to monitor for
winter-run Chinook Salmon recoveries to assess this regulation change.
Proposal: Amend subsection 7.50(b)(156.5)(C), Sacramento River
Extend the Chinook Salmon sport fishing season on the Sacramento River from the Deschutes
Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam to December 31.
REMOVE EXCEPTION FOR TAKE OF COHO SALMON IN THE FEATHER RIVER
Section 7.00 includes an exception for the take of Coho Salmon in Lake Oroville and OrovilleThermalito Complex, and the Feather River from the Diversion Pool Dam to the Fish Barrier
Dam. Section 7.00 also includes an exception for incidentally hooked Coho Salmon in the
same area. Coho Salmon have not been stocked in Lake Oroville since 2013. Coho Salmon
are no longer planted in the Feather River water impoundments. Therefore, the exceptions for
take and incidentally hooked Coho Salmon stated in Section 7.00 should be removed.
Proposal: Amend Section 7.00, Re: Take of Coho Salmon in the Feather River
Remove exception for take and incidentally hooked Coho Salmon in Lake Oroville and
Oroville-Thermalito Complex, and the Feather River from the Diversion Pool Dam to the Fish
Barrier Dam.
Section 7.00 also currently lists Fish and Game Code (FGC) Section 110 as a reference
citation. FGC Section 110 was renumbered from FGC Section 206 in 2006, and the content of
FGC Section 110 is no longer relevant to Section 7.00. For this reason, FGC Section 110 will
be removed from the list of reference citations.
PROHIBIT FISHING AT CONCRETE FLOOD CONTROL WEIRS
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Annually, during the rainy season, fish often get trapped below the concrete flood control weirs
on the Sacramento River. Fish trapped in these areas are often state or federally-listed as
endangered or threatened species and, therefore, should not be exposed to angling
opportunity. Subsections 7.50(b)(156.5)(D) and (E) include a “Note” which states that it is
unlawful to take fish 0-250 feet downstream from the overflow side of the Moulton, Colusa,
Tisdale, Fremont, and Sacramento weirs. However, there is no regulation in place that makes
angling near flood control weirs unlawful. Consequently, Department law enforcement officers
cannot issue citations to anglers who fish these areas. Section 2.35 prohibits angling near
fishways and egg-taking stations, dams, weirs or racks with fishways or egg-taking stations,
and the upstream side of fish screens; but does not apply to areas, excluding the Fremont
Weir, described in the notes in subsections 7.50(b)(156.5)(D) and (E). Except for the Fremont
Weir, there are no fishways at the weirs listed above. Even if a fishway exists, the closure only
extends to 250 feet around the fishway and the flood weirs can be up to two miles across and
several miles long, leaving uncertainty and difficulty in enforcing regulations. The 250 feet
ruling is at or below the weir itself regardless of how far across it is.
Colusa Weir is an earthen weir and does not trap fish like the other concrete flood control
weirs. It also does not have clearly delineated boundaries, which makes enforcement
difficult. Therefore, the Colusa Weir is not included in the list of concrete flood control weirs
proposed to be closed to fishing.
Proposal 1: Amend Section 2.35, Regarding Take of Fish at Weirs
Amend Section 2.35 to include and differentiate flood control weirs in the Central Valley from
other types of weirs, and include a fishing closure of 0-250 feet downstream from the overflow
side of Moulton, Tisdale, Fremont, and Sacramento weirs. Fremont Weir is added to this
requirement in order to provide protection for fish in this important migration corridor.
The reference within Section 2.35 to FGC Section 5502 will also be removed, as this statute
was repealed in 2007 per Assembly Bill 1729, Fish and Wildlife. The related authority citation
of FGC Section 219 will also be removed from Section 2.35. Lastly, the reference to Section
201 is removed, because the proposed regulation is not trying to implement, interpret, or make
specific anything with reference to the Commission’s power to regulate natural resources,
commercial, or other activity.
Proposal 2: Amend subsections 7.50(b)(156.5)(D) and (E), Sacramento River
Remove Note which states it is unlawful to take fish 0-250 feet downstream from the overflow
side of the Moulton, Colusa, Tisdale, Fremont, and Sacramento weirs. These fishing closures
will now be stipulated in Title 14, Section 2.35, with the exception of the Colusa Weir.
Necessity of the Proposed Regulation Changes
The proposed regulations are necessary to adjust Chinook Salmon bag and possession limits,
size limits, and open seasons for the American, Feather, Mokelumne, and Sacramento rivers
for consistency with PFMC salmon abundance estimates and recommendations for ocean
harvest for the coming season. The proposed regulatory changes will maximize sport fishing
opportunity where possible through the proposed extension of the season end date on the
Sacramento River above RBDD without adversely affecting SRFC or winter-run Chinook
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Salmon. In addition, it is necessary to prohibit fishing near flood control weirs where fish can
become trapped to protect federally and state-listed endangered or threatened species.
(b) Goals and Benefits of the Regulation
It is the policy of this State to encourage the conservation, maintenance, and utilization of the
living resources of the ocean and other waters under the jurisdiction and influence of the State
for the benefit of all the citizens of the State and to promote the development of local fisheries
and distant water fisheries based in California in harmony with international law, respecting
fishing and the conservation of the living resources of the ocean and other waters under the
jurisdiction and influence of the State. The objectives of this policy include, but are not limited
to, the maintenance of sufficient populations of all species of aquatic organisms to ensure their
continued existence, and the maintenance of a sufficient resource to support a reasonable
sport use.
Adoption of scientifically-based SRFC bag and possession limits provides for the maintenance
of sufficient populations of Chinook Salmon to ensure their continued existence. The extension
of the fishing season on the upper Sacramento River provides additional angler opportunity
while minimizing potential contact with federally and state-listed endangered winter-run
Chinook Salmon. The prohibition of take at flood control weirs helps to provide protection for
fish in important migration corridors. Removing the mention of prohibition of Coho salmon take
in the Feather River removes a potential clarity concern for anglers.
The benefits of the proposed regulations are consistency with federal fishery management
goals, sustainable management of the SRFC fishery, general health and welfare of California
residents, and promotion of businesses that rely on sport fishing in the Central Valley.
(c) Authority and Reference Sections from Fish and Game Code for Regulation
Section 2.35
Authority cited: Sections 200, 205, 265 and 275, Fish and Game Code.
Reference: Sections 200, 205, 255, 265, 270 and 275, Fish and Game Code.
Section 7.00
Authority cited: Sections 200, 205, 265 and 275, Fish and Game Code.
Reference: Sections 200 and 205, Fish and Game Code.
Section 7.50
Authority: Sections 200, 205, 265, 270, 315, 316.5, 399 and 2084, Fish and Game Code.
Reference: Sections 200, 205, 265, 270, 316.5 and 2084, Fish and Game Code.
(d) Specific Technology or Equipment Required by Regulatory Change
None.
(e) Identification of Reports or Documents Supporting Regulation Change
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Initial Statement of Reasons for Regulatory Action. Amendments to Section 7.50, Title 14,
California Code of Regulations, Re: Central Valley Salmon Sport Fishing. November 2018
(f) Public Discussions of Proposed Regulations Prior to Notice Publication
The Department presented the proposed amendments to the SRFC bag and possession limits
at the Commission’s Wildlife Resources Committee meeting on September 10, 2019.
IV. Description of Reasonable Alternatives to Regulatory Action
(a) Alternatives to Regulation Change
No alternatives were identified by or brought to the attention of Commission staff that would
have the same desired regulatory effect.
(b) No Change Alternative
Chinook Salmon Bag and Possession Limits
The no change alternative would leave existing 2019 regulations in place. The no change
alternative would not allow for appropriate harvest rates, while the proposed regulations will
allow the state to harmonize its bag and possession limits with NMFS’ regulations.
Extend Chinook Salmon Sport Fishing Season on the Sacramento River
The no change alternative would leave existing 2019 regulations in place, and current fishing
opportunity on the Sacramento River would not change.
Remove Exception for Take of Coho Salmon in the Feather River
The no change alternative would leave the existing regulation in place, which is no longer
relevant and, therefore, could be confusing to anglers.
Prohibit Fishing at Concrete Flood Control Weirs
The no change alternative would leave existing regulations in place, exposing state or
federally-listed as endangered or threatened species to angling opportunity.
V. Mitigation Measures Required by Regulatory Action
The proposed regulatory action will have no negative impact on the environment; therefore, no
mitigation measures are needed.
VI. Impact of Regulatory Action
The potential for significant statewide adverse economic impacts that might result from the
proposed regulatory action has been assessed, and the following initial determinations relative to
the required statutory categories have been made:
(a) Significant Statewide Adverse Economic Impact Directly Affecting Businesses, Including
the Ability of California Businesses to Compete with Businesses in Other States
The proposed action will not have a significant statewide adverse economic impact directly
affecting business, including the ability of California businesses to compete with businesses in
other states. The proposed changes are necessary for the continued preservation of the
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resource, while providing inland sport fishing opportunities and thus, the prevention of adverse
economic impacts.
(b) Impact on the Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State, the Creation of New
Businesses or the Elimination of Existing Businesses, or the Expansion of Businesses
in California; Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and Welfare of California
Residents, Worker Safety, and the State’s Environment
The Commission does not anticipate significant adverse economic impacts but acknowledges
the potential for short-term negative impacts on the creation or elimination of jobs within the
state. The Commission anticipates no adverse impacts on the creation of new business, the
elimination of existing businesses or the expansion of businesses in California (see Table 2).
Minor variations in the bag and possession limits and/or the implementation of a size limit are
unlikely to significantly impact the volume of business activity. The loss of up to 27 jobs with
Option 3 is not expected to eliminate businesses because reduced fishing days will be partially
offset by the extension of the salmon fishing season by two weeks on a portion of the
Sacramento River from the Deschutes Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam, and by
opportunities to fish for grilse Chinook Salmon and other species.
The Commission anticipates benefits to the health and welfare of California residents.
Providing opportunities for a Chinook Salmon sport fishery encourages consumption of a
nutritious food. The Commission anticipates benefits to the environment by the sustainable
management of Chinook Salmon resources in the Central Valley.
The Commission does not anticipate any benefits to worker safety.
Other benefits of the proposed regulations are concurrence with federal fishery management
goals and promotion of businesses that rely on Central Valley sport fishing.
(c) Cost Impacts on a Representative Private Person or Business
The Commission is not aware of any cost impacts that a representative private person or
business would necessarily incur in reasonable compliance with the proposed action.
(d) Costs or Savings to State Agencies or Costs/Savings in Federal Funding to the State
None.
(e) Nondiscretionary Costs/Savings to Local Agencies
None.
(f) Programs Mandated on Local Agencies or School Districts
None.
(g) Costs Imposed on Any Local Agency or School District that is Required to be
Reimbursed Under Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4, Government
Code
None.
(h) Effect on Housing Costs
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None.
VII.

Economic Impact Assessment
This action is expected to sustain fishery activity within the range of historically typical
seasons. Lower PFMC allocations can result in a smaller bag and possession limit, (more
conservative), whereas larger PFMC allocations can result in a higher bag and possession
limit (more liberal), both of which can skew the average fishing activity over seasons. The
potential difference between a typical season and the options under consideration range from
$1.9 - $3.9 M as shown in Table 2 below.
A typical season for the Central Valley fishery experiences an average of 179,550 sport
salmon angler days in which anglers spend an average of $83 -114 per day contributing a
total of $13.8 M (2019$) in direct expenditures to California businesses. This expenditure
is received by area businesses that spend a share on inputs and payroll. As employees
receive income, their household spending again circulates in the local economy and
statewide. These multiplier effects result in an estimated total economic impact of $19.4
M (2019$), and up to 136 jobs.
The regional and statewide economic impacts factor into the effort to balance the
maintenance of the recreational fishery with resource preservation, while complying with
PFMC allocations. The potential economic impacts that may result from each in-river
harvest projection as specified in Option 1, Option 2, and Option 3 are evaluated in terms
of each scenario’s probable impact on the number of angler days, and thus area
spending.
Table 2. Central Valley Fishery Economic Impacts (2019$)
Regulation
Angler Days
Angler Expenditures
Total Econ Impact
Jobs
Option 1
179,550
$ 13,801,889
$ 19,407,577
136
Option 2
161,595
$ 12,421,700
$ 17,466,819
122
Option 3
143,640
$ 11,041,511
$ 15,526,062
109
Difference
Angler Day Loss
Expenditure Loss
Total Impact Loss
Job Loss
Option 1
0
$ $ 0
Option 2
17,955
$ 1,380,189
$ 1,940,758
14
Option 3
35,910
$ 2,760,378
$ 3,881,515
27
Sources: California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Fisheries Branch economic analysis; U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, 2016 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated
Recreation; dollar figures adjusted for inflation with Implicit Price Deflator for Personal
Consumption Expenditures, Bureau of Economic Analysis.

Historical correlations between catch limits and fishery participation levels suggest that Option
1 could enable a historically typical number of angler days for the 2019 Chinook Salmon
season on the American, Feather, Mokelumne, and Sacramento rivers. Option 2 may result in
declines in angler days of 17,955 below a typical year. Option 3 may result in larger declines,
or an estimated 35,910 fewer angler days.
For all options, the proposed extension of the season end date for a portion of the Sacramento
River would extend the period of angler regional economic contributions. Additionally, anglers
may pursue other in-river sport fish aside from Chinook Salmon, such as steelhead
(Oncorhynchus mykiss), striped bass (Morone saxatilis), largemouth bass (Micropterus
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salmoides), sturgeon (Acipenser transmontanus) and catfish (Ictalurus spp.), that may mitigate
any adverse impacts from any reductions in salmon fishing. In sum, the options presented to
the Commission were conceived with the goal of enabling levels of recreational SRFC fishing
in the range of historical averages, and thus should not be a source of significant adverse
economic impacts.
(a) Effects of the Regulation on the Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State
The Commission does not anticipate that any of the proposed options would induce substantial
impacts on the creation or elimination of jobs. For the preferred Option 1, no change in job
creation or elimination is anticipated. Option 2 and Option 3 have the potential to result in
fewer angler visits, and absent substitution toward other sportfish and/or activities in the
affected areas, the reduction in angler spending could reduce the support for 14 - 27 jobs
statewide. These job impacts are statewide and may be moderated by the proposed season
extension on a portion of the Sacramento River, from Deschutes Road bridge to Red Bluff
Diversion Dam.
(b) Effects of the Regulation on the Creation of New Businesses or the Elimination of
Existing Businesses Within the State
The Commission does not anticipate that any of the proposed options would induce substantial
impacts on the creation of new business or the elimination of existing businesses, because the
proposed economic impacts of the regulations are unlikely to be substantial enough to
stimulate the creation of new businesses or cause the elimination of existing businesses. The
proposed season extension for a portion of the Sacramento river is expected to sustain the
number of fishing trips and the level of economic stimulus within historical averages.
(c) Effects of the Regulation on the Expansion of Businesses Currently Doing Business
Within the State
The Commission does not anticipate that any of the proposed options would induce substantial
impacts on the expansion of businesses currently doing business within the state. The
proposed regulations are not anticipated to increase demand for services or products from the
existing businesses that serve inland sport fishermen. The number of fishing trips and angler
economic contributions are expected to remain within the range of historical averages.
(d) Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and Welfare of California Residents
The Commission anticipates benefits to the health and welfare of California residents. Chinook
Salmon is a nutritious food source and providing inland sport fishery opportunities encourages
consumption of this nutritious food. Sport fishing also contributes to increased mental health of
its practitioners, as fishing is a hobby and form of relaxation for many. Sport fishing also
provides opportunities for multi-generational family activities and promotes respect for
California’s environment by younger generations, the future stewards of California’s natural
resources.
(e) Benefits of the Regulation to Worker Safety
The Commission does not anticipate any benefits to worker safety from the proposed
regulations because inland sport fishing does not impact working conditions.
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(f) Benefits of the Regulation to the State’s Environment
Under all Options 1-3, the Commission anticipates benefits to the environment in the
sustainable management of SRFC. It is the policy of this State to encourage the conservation,
maintenance, and utilization of the living resources of the ocean and other waters under the
jurisdiction and influence of the State for the benefit of all the citizens of the State and to
promote the development of local fisheries and distant water fisheries based in California in
harmony with international law, respecting fishing and the conservation of the living resources
of the ocean and other waters under the jurisdiction and influence of the State. The objectives
of this policy include, but are not limited to, the maintenance of sufficient populations of all
species of aquatic organisms to ensure their continued existence, and the maintenance of a
sufficient resource to support a reasonable sport use.
In accordance with this policy, adoption of scientifically-based inland Chinook Salmon bag and
possession limits provides for the maintenance of sufficient populations of salmon to ensure
their continued existence and thus continued economic stimulus. The extension of the fishing
season on the upper Sacramento River provides additional angler opportunity while minimizing
potential contact with federally and state-listed endangered winter-run Chinook Salmon. The
prohibition of take at weirs helps to provide protection for fish in important migration corridors.
Removing the mention of prohibition of Coho Salmon take in the Feather River removes a
potential clarity concern for anglers.
(g) Other Benefits of the Regulation
Other benefits of the regulation include consistency with federal fishery management goals,
and the promotion of businesses that rely on Central Valley sport fishing.
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Informative Digest/Policy Statement Overview
Unless otherwise specified, all section references in this document are to Title 14 of the California
Code of Regulations.
Current regulations in subsections (b)(5), (b)(68), (b)(124), and (b)(156.5) of Section 7.50 prescribe
the 2019 seasons and daily bag and possession limits for Sacramento River fall-run Chinook Salmon
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha; SRFC) sport fishing in the American, Feather, Mokelumne, and
Sacramento rivers, respectively. Collectively, these four rivers constitute the “Central Valley fishery”
for SRFC for purposes of this document. Each year, the Department of Fish and Wildlife
(Department) recommends new Chinook Salmon bag and possession limits for consideration by the
Fish and Game Commission (Commission) to align the fishing limits with up-to-date management
goals, as set forth below.
The Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) is responsible for adopting recommendations for
the management of recreational and commercial ocean salmon fisheries in the Exclusive Economic
Zone (three to 200 miles offshore) off the coasts of Washington, Oregon, and California. When
approved by the Secretary of Commerce, these recommendations are implemented as ocean salmon
fishing regulations by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).
The PFMC will develop the annual Pacific coast ocean salmon fisheries regulatory options for public
review at its March 2020 meeting and will adopt its final regulatory recommendations at its April 2020
meeting based on the PFMC salmon abundance estimates and recommendations for ocean harvest
for the coming season. Based on the April 2020 recommendation by PFMC, the Department will
recommend specific bag and possession limit regulations to the Commission at its April 16, 2020
meeting. The Commission will then consider adoption of the Central Valley sport fishing regulations at
its May 14, 2020 teleconference.
Proposed Regulations
CHINOOK SALMON BAG AND POSSESSION LIMITS
The Department recognizes the uncertainty of SRFC in-river harvest projections. Therefore, for the
2020 Central Valley fishery, the Department is presenting three regulatory options for the
Commission’s consideration to tailor 2020 Central Valley fishery management to target 2020 in-river
fisheries harvest projections.
•

Option 1 is the most liberal of the three options, and allows take of any size Chinook Salmon
up to the daily bag and possession limits.

•

Option 2 allows for take of a limited number of adult Chinook Salmon, with grilse Chinook
Salmon making up the remainder of the daily bag and possession limits.

•

Option 3 is the most conservative option, and allows for a grilse-only Chinook Salmon
fishery.

All three options will also increase fishing opportunities on Chinook Salmon by extending the Chinook
Salmon sport fishing season on the Sacramento River from the Deschutes Road bridge to the Red
Bluff Diversion Dam from a closure date of December 16 to a closure date of December 31.
A minor correction will also be made to subsections 7.50(b)(124)(A), (B), and (D), to ensure
consistency in the format in which the daily bag and possession limit for hatchery trout or hatchery
steelhead is displayed in the regulatory text.
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All options would be applicable to the following river segments and time periods:
American River, subsection 7.50(b)(5):
(B)

From the USGS gauging station cable crossing near Nimbus Hatchery to the SMUD
power line crossing the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park, July 16 through
October 31

(C)

From the SMUD power line crossing at the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park to
the Jibboom Street bridge, July 16 through December 31

(D)

From the Jibboom Street bridge to the mouth, July 16 through December 16

Feather River, subsection 7.50(b)(68):
(D) From the unimproved boat ramp above the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall to 200 yards above
the Live Oak boat ramp, July 16 through October 31
(E) From 200 yards above the Live Oak boat ramp to the mouth, July 16 through December 16
Mokelumne River, subsection 7.50(b)(124):
(A) From Comanche Dam to Elliott Road, July 16 through October 15
(B) From Elliott Road to the Woodbridge Irrigation District Dam and including Lodi Lake, July
16 through December 31
(D) From the Lower Sacramento Road bridge to the mouth, July 16 through December 16
Sacramento River below Keswick Dam, subsection 7.50(b)(156.5):
(C) From Deschutes Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam, August 1 through
December 31
(D) From the Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the Highway 113 bridge, July 16 through
December 16.
(E) From the Highway 113 bridge to the Carquinez Bridge, July 16 through December 16.
The following options are provided for Commission consideration:
Option 1 – Any Size Chinook Salmon Fishery
This option is the Department’s preferred option if the 2019 SRFC stock abundance forecast is
sufficiently high to avoid the need to constrain inland SRFC harvest.
Bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
Option 2 – Limited Adult and Grilse Salmon Fishery
Bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish over 27 inches total length may be
retained.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0–4] fish may be over 27 inches
total length.
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Option 3 – Grilse Salmon Fishery Only
Bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to 27 inches total length.
EXTEND CHINOOK SALMON SPORT FISHING SEASON ON THE SACRAMENTO RIVER
Sport fishing interests have requested the Chinook Salmon sport fishing season on the Sacramento
River be extended from the current December 16 closure date to December 31 to enhance lateseason fishing opportunity on the river. At issue is regulating the closure date to minimize contact in
the fishery with federally and state-listed as endangered winter-run Chinook Salmon.
The Department supports extending the fishing season from December 16 to December 31 upstream
of the Red Bluff Diversion Dam (River Mile (RM) 243), which will provide late season fishing for latefall-run Chinook Salmon without negatively impacting winter-run Chinook Salmon.
Proposal: Amend subsection 7.50(b)(156.5)(C), Sacramento River
Extend the Chinook Salmon sport fishing season on the Sacramento River from the Deschutes Road
bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam to December 31.
REMOVE EXCEPTION FOR TAKE OF COHO SALMON IN THE FEATHER RIVER
Section 7.00 includes an exception for the take of Coho Salmon in Lake Oroville and OrovilleThermalito Complex, and the Feather River from the Diversion Pool Dam to the Fish Barrier Dam.
Section 7.00 also includes an exception for incidentally hooked Coho Salmon in the same area. Coho
Salmon have not been stocked in Lake Oroville since 2013. Coho Salmon are no longer planted in
the Feather River water impoundments. Therefore, the exceptions for take and incidentally hooked
Coho Salmon stated in Section 7.00 should be removed.
Proposal: Amend Section 7.00, Re: Take of Coho Salmon in the Feather River
Remove exception for take and incidentally hooked Coho Salmon in Lake Oroville and OrovilleThermalito Complex, and the Feather River from the Diversion Pool Dam to the Fish Barrier Dam.
PROHIBIT FISHING AT CONCRETE FLOOD CONTROL WEIRS
Annually, during the rainy season, fish often get trapped below the concrete flood control weirs on the
Sacramento River. Fish trapped in these areas are often state or federally-listed as endangered or
threatened species and, therefore, should not be exposed to angling opportunity. Subsections
7.50(b)(156.5)(D) and (E) include a “Note” which states that it is unlawful to take fish 0-250 feet
downstream from the overflow side of the Moulton, Colusa, Tisdale, Fremont, and Sacramento weirs.
However, there is no regulation in place that makes angling near flood control weirs unlawful. Section
2.35 prohibits angling near fishways and egg-taking stations, dams, weirs or racks with fishways or
egg-taking stations, and the upstream side of fish screens; but does not apply to areas, except for
Fremont Weir, described in the notes in subsections 7.50(b)(156.5)(D) and (E).
Proposal 1: Amend Section 2.35, Regarding Take of Fish at Weirs
Amend Section 2.35 to include and differentiate flood control weirs in the Central Valley from other
types of weirs and include a fishing closure of 0-250 feet downstream from the overflow side of
Moulton, Tisdale, Fremont, and Sacramento weirs.
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Proposal 2: Amend subsections 7.50(b)(156.5)(D) and (E), Sacramento River
Remove Note which states it is unlawful to take fish 0-250 feet downstream from the overflow side of
the Moulton, Colusa, Tisdale, Fremont, and Sacramento weirs. These fishing closures will now be
stipulated in Title 14, Section 2.35, with the exception of the Colusa Weir.
Benefits of the Proposed Regulations
The Commission anticipates benefits to the environment in the sustainable management of Central
Valley Chinook Salmon resources. Other benefits of the proposed regulations are consistency with
federal fishery management goals, health and welfare of California residents, and promotion of
businesses that rely on Central Valley Chinook Salmon sport fishing.
Consistency and Compatibility with Existing Regulations
Article IV, Section 20 of the State Constitution specifies that the Legislature may delegate to the Fish
and Game Commission such powers relating to the protection and propagation of fish and game as
the Legislature sees fit. The Legislature has delegated to the Commission the power to regulate
recreational fishing in waters of the state (Fish and Game Code sections 200, 205, 315 and 316.5).
The Commission has reviewed its own regulations and finds that the proposed regulations are neither
inconsistent nor incompatible with existing state regulations. The Commission has searched the
California Code of Regulations and finds no other state agency regulations pertaining to Chinook
Salmon recreational fishing seasons, bag, and possession limits for Central Valley sport fishing.
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Proposed Regulatory Language
Section 2.35, Title 14, CCR is amended to read:
§ 2.35. Taking Fish nearNear Dams, Fishways, Screens and Egg-TakingScreens, Egg TakingStations, and Flood Control Weirs.
(a) No fish may be taken within 250 feet of:
(a)(1) Any fishway or any egg-taking station.
(b)(2) Any dam or any weir or rack which has a fishway or an egg-taking station.
(c)(3) The upstream side of any fish screen.
(4) The overflow side of Moulton, Tisdale, Fremont, and Sacramento flood control weirs.
(b) Fish may be taken upstream or downstream from any dam that does not have a fishway or eggtaking station (this supersedes Section 5502 of the Fish and Game Code).
Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 205, 219, 265 and 275, Fish and Game Code. Reference:
Sections 200, 201, 205, 255, 265, 270 and 275, Fish and Game Code.
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Proposed Regulatory Language
Section 7.00, Title 14, CCR is amended to read:
§ 7.00. District General Regulations.
Unless otherwise provided, waters shown as open to trout fishing in subsections (a) through (g)
below, are open to fishing for other species. Gear restrictions listed in this section apply to the take of
all species of fish unless otherwise noted. Every body of water listed in subsections (a) through (g) of
Section 7.00 (below) is closed to all fishing, except during the open season as shown. Unless
otherwise provided, waters closed to trout fishing are closed to fishing for all other species, except
that these closures do not apply to fishing for amphibians (see Section 5.05), freshwater clams (see
Section 5.20), crayfish (see Section 5.35), and lamprey (see Section 5.40), using legal fishing
methods other than hook-and-line fishing, and saltwater clams, crabs, ghost shrimp, and blue mud
shrimp (see Ocean Regulations Booklet Sections 29.20 to 29.87). Crabs may only be taken using
hoop nets or by hand, and Dungeness crab may only be taken within the North Coast District and
Sonoma and Mendocino counties.
Daily bag and possession limits, unless otherwise provided, mean the total number of trout. Unless
otherwise provided, no more than one daily bag limit may be possessed. Coho (silver) salmonSalmon
may not be taken in any of the waters of the State, except in Lake Oroville and Oroville-Thermalito
Complex (Diversion Pool, Forebay, and Afterbay) and the Feather River from the Diversion Pool Dam
to the Fish Barrier Dam. Incidentally hooked Coho (silver) salmonSalmon, except those in Lake
Oroville and Oroville-Thermalito Complex (Diversion Pool, Forebay, and Afterbay) and the Feather
River from the Diversion Pool Dam to the Fish Barrier Dam, must be immediately released unharmed
to the waters where they are hooked. In waters where the bag limit for trout is zero, fish for which the
bag limit is zero must be released unharmed, and should not be removed from the water.
These waters may also be subject to restrictions on fishing methods and gear (sections 2.00 through
2.45), fishing hours (section 3.00), and the use of bait (sections 4.00 through 4.30).
. . . [No changes to subsections (a) through (g)]
Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 205, 265 and 275, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections
110, 200, and 205, Fish and Game Code.
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Proposed Regulatory Language – Option 1 (Any Size Chinook Salmon Fishery)
Section 7.50, Title 14, CCR is amended to read:
§ 7.50. Alphabetical List of Waters with Special Fishing Regulations.
. . . [No changes to subsections (a) through (b)(4)]
Open Season and
Special Regulations

Body of Water

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

(5) American River (Sacramento
Co.).
(A) From Nimbus Dam to the U.S.
Geological Survey gauging station
cable crossing about 300 yards
downstream from the Nimbus
Hatchery fish rack site.

Closed to all fishing all
year.

(B) From the U.S. Geological
Survey gauging station cable
crossing about 300 yards
downstream from the Nimbus
Hatchery fish rack site to the
SMUD power line crossing at the
southwest boundary of Ancil
Hoffman Park.

Jan. 1 through July 15.
Only barbless hooks
may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Oct. 31.
Only barbless hooks
may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2[0-4] Chinook
Salmon.
4[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.

(C) From the SMUD power line
crossing at the southwest
boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park

Jan. 1 through July 15.

Option 1 – Any size Chinook Salmon fishery

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
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downstream to the Jibboom Street
bridge.

4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
July 16 through Dec. 31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2[0-4] Chinook
Salmon.
4[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.

(D) From the Jibboom Street
bridge to the mouth.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 16.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2[0-4] Chinook
Salmon.
4[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.

Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

Option 1 – Any size Chinook Salmon fishery

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
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4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

. . . [No changes to subsections (b)(6) through (b)(67)]

Open Season and
Special Regulations

Body of Water

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

(68) Feather River below Fish
Barrier Dam (Butte, Sutter and
Yuba cos.).

(A) From Fish Barrier Dam to
Table Mountain bicycle bridge in
Oroville.

Closed to all fishing all
year.

(B) From Table Mountain bicycle
bridge to Highway 70 bridge.

Jan. 1 through July 15.
Only barbless hooks
may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(C) From Highway 70 bridge to
the unimproved boat ramp above
the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall.

All year.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(D) From the unimproved boat
ramp above the Thermalito
Afterbay Outfall to 200 yards
above the Live Oak boat ramp.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

Option 1 – Any size Chinook Salmon fishery

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
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4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Oct. 31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2[0-4] Chinook
Salmon.
4[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.

Nov. 1 through Dec. 31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(E) From 200 yards above Live
Oak boat ramp to the mouth. For
purposes of this regulation, the
lower boundary is defined as a
straight line drawn from the
peninsula point on the west bank
to the Verona Marine boat ramp.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 16.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

Option 1 – Any size Chinook Salmon fishery
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2[0-4] Chinook
Salmon.
4[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.

Dec. 17 to Dec. 31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

. . . [No changes to subsections (b)(68.1) through (b)(122)]

Body of Water

Open Season and Special
Regulations

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

(124) Mokelumne River (San Joaquin Co.).
(A) From Camanche Dam to
Elliott Road.

Jan. 1 through Mar.
31.

1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.

Fourth Saturday in
May through July 15.

1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.

July 16 through Oct.
15.

1 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
2[0-4] Chinook
Salmon.
4[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.

Option 1 – Any size Chinook Salmon fishery
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(B) From Elliott Road to the
Woodbridge Irrigation District
Dam including Lodi Lake.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

July 16 through Dec.
31.

1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.
1 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
2[0-4] Chinook
Salmon.
4[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.

(C) Between the Woodbridge
Irrigation District Dam and the
Lower Sacramento Road bridge.

Closed to all fishing all
year.

(D) From the Lower Sacramento
Road bridge to the mouth. For
purposes of this regulation, this
river segment is defined as
Mokelumne River and its
tributary sloughs downstream of
the Lower Sacramento Road
bridge and east of Highway 160
and north of Highway 12.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

July 16 through Dec.
16.

1 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.
2[0-4] Chinook
Salmon.
4[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.

Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.

. . . [No changes to subsections (b)(125) through (b)(156)]

Body of Water

Option 1 – Any size Chinook Salmon fishery

Open Season and
Special Regulations

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit
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(156.5) Sacramento River and
tributaries below Keswick Dam
(Butte, Colusa, Contra Costa,
Glenn, Sacramento, Shasta,
Solano, Sutter, Tehama and Yolo
cos.).

Also see Sierra District
General Regulations
(See Section 7.00(b)).

(A) Sacramento River from
Keswick Dam to 650 feet below
Keswick Dam.

Closed to all fishing all
year.

(B) Sacramento River from 650
feet below Keswick Dam to the
Deschutes Road bridge.
1. Sacramento River from 650 feet
below Keswick Dam to the
Highway 44 bridge.

Jan. 1 to Mar. 31. Only
barbless hooks may be
used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

Closed to all fishing from
Apr. 1 through July 31.
Aug. 1 through Dec. 31.
Only barbless hooks
may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.

2. Sacramento River from the
Highway 44 bridge to the
Deschutes Road bridge.

All year. Only barbless
hooks may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.

(C) Sacramento River from the
Deschutes Road bridge to the Red
Bluff Diversion Dam.

Jan. 1 through July 31.

4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
Aug. 1 through Dec.
1631.

Option 1 – Any size Chinook Salmon fishery

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.

-30-

4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2[0-4] Chinook
Salmon.
4[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.
Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(D) Sacramento River from the
Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the
Hwy 113 bridge near Knights
Landing. Note: It is unlawful to
take fish 0-250 feet downstream
from the overflow side of the
Moulton, Colusa and Tisdale
Weirs.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 16.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2[0-4] Chinook
Salmon.
4[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.

Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(E) Sacramento River from the
Hwy 113 bridge near Knights
Landing to the Carquinez Bridge

Jan. 1 through July 15.

Option 1 – Any size Chinook Salmon fishery

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
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(includes Suisun Bay, Grizzly Bay
and all tributary sloughs west of
Highway 160). Note: It is unlawful
to take fish 0-250 feet downstream
from the overflow side of the
Fremont and Sacramento Weirs.

4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 16.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2[0-4] Chinook
Salmon.
4[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.

Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

. . . [No changes subsections 7.50(b)(157) through (b)(212)]

* Wild Chinook Salmon are those not showing a healed adipose fin clip and not showing a healed left
ventral fin clip.
**Hatchery trout or steelhead in anadromous waters are those showing a healed adipose fin clip
(adipose fin is absent). Unless otherwise provided, all other trout and steelhead must be immediately
released. Wild trout or steelhead are those not showing a healed adipose fin clip (adipose fin is
present).
Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 205, 265, 270, 315, 316.5, 399 and 2084, Fish and Game Code.
Reference: Sections 200, 205, 265, 270, 316.5 and 2084, Fish and Game Code.

Option 1 – Any size Chinook Salmon fishery
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Proposed Regulatory Language – Option 2 (Limited Adult, Grilse Chinook Salmon Fishery)
Section 7.50, Title 14, CCR is amended to read:
§ 7.50. Alphabetical List of Waters with Special Fishing Regulations.
. . . [No changes to subsections (a) through (b)(4)]
Body of Water

Open Season and
Special Regulations

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

(5) American River (Sacramento
Co.).
(A) From Nimbus Dam to the U.S.
Geological Survey gauging station
cable crossing about 300 yards
downstream from the Nimbus
Hatchery fish rack site.

Closed to all fishing all
year.

(B) From the U.S. Geological
Survey gauging station cable
crossing about 300 yards
downstream from the Nimbus
Hatchery fish rack site to the
SMUD power line crossing at the
southwest boundary of Ancil
Hoffman Park.

Jan. 1 through July 15.
Only barbless hooks
may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Oct. 31.
Only barbless hooks
may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon – no more
than [0-4] salmon

Option 2 – Limited adult, grilse Chinook Salmon fishery
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over 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession of which
no more than [0-4]
salmon may be over
27 inches total
length.
(C) From the SMUD power line
crossing at the southwest
boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park
downstream to the Jibboom Street
bridge.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon – no more
than [0-4] salmon
over 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession of which
no more than [0-4]
salmon may be over
27 inches total
length.

Option 2 – Limited adult, grilse Chinook Salmon fishery
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(D) From the Jibboom Street
bridge to the mouth.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 16.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon – no more
than [0-4] salmon
over 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession of which
no more than [0-4]
salmon may be over
27 inches total
length.

Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

. . . [No changes to subsections (b)(6) through (b)(67)]

Option 2 – Limited adult, grilse Chinook Salmon fishery
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Body of Water

Open Season and
Special Regulations

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

(68) Feather River below Fish
Barrier Dam (Butte, Sutter and
Yuba cos.).

(A) From Fish Barrier Dam to
Table Mountain bicycle bridge in
Oroville.

Closed to all fishing all
year.

(B) From Table Mountain bicycle
bridge to Highway 70 bridge.

Jan. 1 through July 15.
Only barbless hooks
may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(C) From Highway 70 bridge to
the unimproved boat ramp above
the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall.

All year.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(D) From the unimproved boat
ramp above the Thermalito
Afterbay Outfall to 200 yards
above the Live Oak boat ramp.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Oct. 31.

Option 2 – Limited adult, grilse Chinook Salmon fishery

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
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4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon – no more
than [0-4] salmon
over 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession of which
no more than [0-4]
salmon may be over
27 inches total
length.

Nov. 1 through Dec. 31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(E) From 200 yards above Live
Oak boat ramp to the mouth. For
purposes of this regulation, the
lower boundary is defined as a
straight line drawn from the
peninsula point on the west bank
to the Verona Marine boat ramp.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 16.

Option 2 – Limited adult, grilse Chinook Salmon fishery

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
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4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon – no more
than [0-4] salmon
over 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession of which
no more than [0-4]
salmon may be over
27 inches total
length.

Dec. 17 to Dec. 31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

. . . [No changes to subsections (b)(68.1) through (b)(122)]

Body of Water

Open Season and Special
Regulations

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

(124) Mokelumne River (San Joaquin Co.).
(A) From Camanche Dam to
Elliott Road.

Jan. 1 through Mar.
31.

Option 2 – Limited adult, grilse Chinook Salmon fishery

1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.
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Fourth Saturday in
May through July 15.

July 16 through Oct.
15.

1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.
1 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon
in possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon – no more
than [0-4] salmon
over 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession of which
no more than [0-4]
salmon may be over
27 inches total
length.

(B) From Elliott Road to the
Woodbridge Irrigation District
Dam including Lodi Lake.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

July 16 through Dec.
31.

1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.
1 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon
in possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon – no more
than [0-4] salmon
over 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in

Option 2 – Limited adult, grilse Chinook Salmon fishery
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possession of which
no more than [0-4]
salmon may be over
27 inches total
length.
(C) Between the Woodbridge
Irrigation District Dam and the
Lower Sacramento Road bridge.

Closed to all fishing all
year.

(D) From the Lower Sacramento
Road bridge to the mouth. For
purposes of this regulation, this
river segment is defined as
Mokelumne River and its
tributary sloughs downstream of
the Lower Sacramento Road
bridge and east of Highway 160
and north of Highway 12.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

July 16 through Dec.
16.

1 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon
in possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon – no more
than [0-4] salmon
over 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession of which
no more than [0-4]
salmon may be over
27 inches total
length.

Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.

. . . [No changes to subsections (b)(125) through (b)(156)]

Option 2 – Limited adult, grilse Chinook Salmon fishery
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Body of Water

Open Season and
Special Regulations

(156.5) Sacramento River and
tributaries below Keswick Dam
(Butte, Colusa, Contra Costa,
Glenn, Sacramento, Shasta,
Solano, Sutter, Tehama and Yolo
cos.).

Also see Sierra District
General Regulations
(See Section 7.00(b)).

(A) Sacramento River from
Keswick Dam to 650 feet below
Keswick Dam.

Closed to all fishing all
year.

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

(B) Sacramento River from 650
feet below Keswick Dam to the
Deschutes Road bridge.
1. Sacramento River from 650 feet
below Keswick Dam to the
Highway 44 bridge.

Jan. 1 to Mar. 31. Only
barbless hooks may be
used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

Closed to all fishing from
Apr. 1 through July 31.
Aug. 1 through Dec. 31.
Only barbless hooks
may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.

2. Sacramento River from the
Highway 44 bridge to the
Deschutes Road bridge.

All year. Only barbless
hooks may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.

(C) Sacramento River from the
Deschutes Road bridge to the Red
Bluff Diversion Dam.

Jan. 1 through July 31.

4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
Aug. 1 through Dec.
1631.

Option 2 – Limited adult, grilse Chinook Salmon fishery

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
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4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon – no more
than [0-4] salmon
over 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession of which
no more than [0-4]
salmon may be over
27 inches total
length.
Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(D) Sacramento River from the
Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the
Hwy 113 bridge near Knights
Landing. Note: It is unlawful to
take fish 0-250 feet downstream
from the overflow side of the
Moulton, Colusa and Tisdale
Weirs.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 16.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.

Option 2 – Limited adult, grilse Chinook Salmon fishery
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[0-4] Chinook
Salmon – no more
than [0-4] salmon
over 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession of which
no more than [0-4]
salmon may be over
27 inches total
length.
Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(E) Sacramento River from the
Hwy 113 bridge near Knights
Landing to the Carquinez Bridge
(includes Suisun Bay, Grizzly Bay
and all tributary sloughs west of
Highway 160). Note: It is unlawful
to take fish 0-250 feet downstream
from the overflow side of the
Fremont and Sacramento Weirs.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 16.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon – no more
than [0-4] salmon
over 27 inches total
length.

Option 2 – Limited adult, grilse Chinook Salmon fishery
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[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession of which
no more than [0-4]
salmon may be over
27 inches total
length.
Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

. . . [No changes subsections 7.50(b)(157) through (b)(212)]
* Wild Chinook Salmon are those not showing a healed adipose fin clip and not showing a healed left
ventral fin clip.
**Hatchery trout or steelhead in anadromous waters are those showing a healed adipose fin clip
(adipose fin is absent). Unless otherwise provided, all other trout and steelhead must be immediately
released. Wild trout or steelhead are those not showing a healed adipose fin clip (adipose fin is
present).
Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 205, 265, 270, 315, 316.5, 399 and 2084, Fish and Game Code.
Reference: Sections 200, 205, 265, 270, 316.5 and 2084, Fish and Game Code.

Option 2 – Limited adult, grilse Chinook Salmon fishery
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Proposed Regulatory Language – Option 3 (Grilse Chinook Salmon Fishery)
Section 7.50, Title 14, CCR is amended to read:
§ 7.50. Alphabetical List of Waters with Special Fishing Regulations.
. . . [No changes to subsections (a) through (b)(4)]
Body of Water

Open Season and
Special Regulations

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

(5) American River (Sacramento
Co.).
(A) From Nimbus Dam to the U.S.
Geological Survey gauging station
cable crossing about 300 yards
downstream from the Nimbus
Hatchery fish rack site.

Closed to all fishing all
year.

(B) From the U.S. Geological
Survey gauging station cable
crossing about 300 yards
downstream from the Nimbus
Hatchery fish rack site to the
SMUD power line crossing at the
southwest boundary of Ancil
Hoffman Park.

Jan. 1 through July 15.
Only barbless hooks
may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Oct. 31.
Only barbless hooks
may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon. Maximum
size 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in

Option 3 – Grilse Chinook Salmon fishery only
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possession.
Maximum size 27
inches total length.
(C) From the SMUD power line
crossing at the southwest
boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park
downstream to the Jibboom Street
bridge.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon. Maximum
size 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.
Maximum size 27
inches total length.

(D) From the Jibboom Street
bridge to the mouth.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 16.

Option 3 – Grilse Chinook Salmon fishery only

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
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4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon. Maximum
size 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.
Maximum size 27
inches total length.
Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

. . . [No changes to subsections (b)(6) through (b)(67)]

Body of Water

Open Season and
Special Regulations

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

(68) Feather River below Fish
Barrier Dam (Butte, Sutter and
Yuba cos.).

(A) From Fish Barrier Dam to
Table Mountain bicycle bridge in
Oroville.

Closed to all fishing all
year.
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(B) From Table Mountain bicycle
bridge to Highway 70 bridge.

Jan. 1 through July 15.
Only barbless hooks
may be used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(C) From Highway 70 bridge to
the unimproved boat ramp above
the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall.

All year.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(D) From the unimproved boat
ramp above the Thermalito
Afterbay Outfall to 200 yards
above the Live Oak boat ramp.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Oct. 31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon. Maximum
size 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.

Option 3 – Grilse Chinook Salmon fishery only
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Maximum size 27
inches total length.

Nov. 1 through Dec. 31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(E) From 200 yards above Live
Oak boat ramp to the mouth. For
purposes of this regulation, the
lower boundary is defined as a
straight line drawn from the
peninsula point on the west bank
to the Verona Marine boat ramp.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 16.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon. Maximum
size 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.
Maximum size 27
inches total length.

Option 3 – Grilse Chinook Salmon fishery only
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Dec. 17 to Dec. 31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

. . . [No changes to subsections (b)(68.1) through (b)(122)]

Body of Water

Open Season and Special
Regulations

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

(124) Mokelumne River (San Joaquin Co.).
(A) From Camanche Dam to
Elliott Road.

Jan. 1 through Mar.
31.

1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.

Fourth Saturday in
May through July 15.

1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.

July 16 through Oct.
15.

1 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon
in possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon. Maximum
size 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.
Maximum size 27
inches total length.

Option 3 – Grilse Chinook Salmon fishery only
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(B) From Elliott Road to the
Woodbridge Irrigation District
Dam including Lodi Lake.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

July 16 through Dec.
31.

1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.
1 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon
in possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon. Maximum
size 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.
Maximum size 27
inches total length.

(C) Between the Woodbridge
Irrigation District Dam and the
Lower Sacramento Road bridge.

Closed to all fishing all
year.

(D) From the Lower Sacramento
Road bridge to the mouth. For
purposes of this regulation, this
river segment is defined as
Mokelumne River and its
tributary sloughs downstream of
the Lower Sacramento Road
bridge and east of Highway 160
and north of Highway 12.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

July 16 through Dec.
16.

1 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead**.
1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon
in possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon. Maximum
size 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in

Option 3 – Grilse Chinook Salmon fishery only
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possession.
Maximum size 27
inches total length.
Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

1 hatchery trout or 1
hatchery
steelhead**.

. . . [No changes to subsections (b)(125) through (b)(156)]

Body of Water

Open Season and
Special Regulations

(156.5) Sacramento River and
tributaries below Keswick Dam
(Butte, Colusa, Contra Costa,
Glenn, Sacramento, Shasta,
Solano, Sutter, Tehama and Yolo
cos.).

Also see Sierra District
General Regulations
(See Section 7.00(b)).

(A) Sacramento River from
Keswick Dam to 650 feet below
Keswick Dam.

Closed to all fishing all
year.

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

(B) Sacramento River from 650
feet below Keswick Dam to the
Deschutes Road bridge.
1. Sacramento River from 650 feet
below Keswick Dam to the
Highway 44 bridge.

Jan. 1 to Mar. 31. Only
barbless hooks may be
used.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

Closed to all fishing from
Apr. 1 through July 31.
Aug. 1 through Dec. 31.
Only barbless hooks
may be used.

Option 3 – Grilse Chinook Salmon fishery only

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
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2. Sacramento River from the
Highway 44 bridge to the
Deschutes Road bridge.

All year. Only barbless
hooks may be used.

(C) Sacramento River from the
Deschutes Road bridge to the Red
Bluff Diversion Dam.

Jan. 1 through July 31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

Aug. 1 through Dec.
1631.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon. Maximum
size 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.
Maximum size 27
inches total length.

Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(D) Sacramento River from the
Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the
Hwy 113 bridge near Knights
Landing. Note: It is unlawful to
take fish 0-250 feet downstream
from the overflow side of the

Jan. 1 through July 15.
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2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
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Moulton, Colusa and Tisdale
Weirs.
July 16 through Dec. 16.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.
4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon. Maximum
size 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.
Maximum size 27
inches total length.

Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

(E) Sacramento River from the
Hwy 113 bridge near Knights
Landing to the Carquinez Bridge
(includes Suisun Bay, Grizzly Bay
and all tributary sloughs west of
Highway 160). Note: It is unlawful
to take fish 0-250 feet downstream
from the overflow side of the
Fremont and Sacramento Weirs.

Jan. 1 through July 15.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

July 16 through Dec. 16.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.
2 Chinook Salmon.

Option 3 – Grilse Chinook Salmon fishery only
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4 Chinook Salmon in
possession.
[0-4] Chinook
Salmon. Maximum
size 27 inches total
length.
[0-12] Chinook
Salmon in
possession.
Maximum size 27
inches total length.
Dec. 17 through Dec.
31.

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**.
4 hatchery trout or
hatchery steelhead**
in possession.

. . . [No changes subsections 7.50(b)(157) through (b)(212)]
* Wild Chinook Salmon are those not showing a healed adipose fin clip and not showing a healed left
ventral fin clip.
**Hatchery trout or steelhead in anadromous waters are those showing a healed adipose fin clip
(adipose fin is absent). Unless otherwise provided, all other trout and steelhead must be immediately
released. Wild trout or steelhead are those not showing a healed adipose fin clip (adipose fin is
present).
Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 205, 265, 270, 315, 316.5, 399 and 2084, Fish and Game Code.
Reference: Sections 200, 205, 265, 270, 316.5 and 2084, Fish and Game Code.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FISH AND GAME COMMISSION
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION
Amend Subsections (b)(5), (b)(68), (b)(124), and (b)(156.5) of Section 7.50,
Title 14, California Code of Regulations
Re: Central Valley Salmon Sport Fishing
I.

Date of Initial Statement of Reasons: November 20, 2018

II.

Dates and Locations of Scheduled Hearings

III.

(a)

Notice Hearing:

Date:
Location:

December 13, 2018
Oceanside, CA

(b)

Discussion Hearing:

Date:
Location:

February 6, 2019
Sacramento, CA

(c)

Discussion Hearing:

Date:
Location:

April 17, 2019
Santa Monica, CA

(d)

Adoption Hearing:

Date:
Location:

May 16, 2019
Teleconference

Description of Regulatory Action
(a)

Statement of Specific Purpose of Regulation Change and Factual Basis for Determining
that Regulation Change is Reasonably Necessary:
Unless otherwise specified, all section references in this document are to Title 14 of the
California Code of Regulations.
Current regulations in subsections (b)(5), (b)(68), (b)(124) and (b)(156.5) of Section 7.50
prescribe the 2018 seasons and daily bag and possession limits for Sacramento River fallrun Chinook Salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha; SRFC) sport fishing in the American,
Feather, Mokelumne, and Sacramento rivers, respectively. Collectively, these four rivers
constitute the “Central Valley fishery” for SRFC for purposes of this document. Each year,
the Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) recommends new Chinook Salmon bag
and possession limits for consideration by the Fish and Game Commission (Commission)
to align the fishing limits with up-to-date management goals, as set forth below.
The Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) is responsible for adopting
recommendations for the management of recreational and commercial ocean salmon
fisheries in the Exclusive Economic Zone (three to 200 miles offshore) off the coasts of
Washington, Oregon, and California. When approved by the Secretary of Commerce,
these recommendations are implemented as ocean salmon fishing regulations by the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).
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The PFMC will develop the annual Pacific coast ocean salmon fisheries regulatory options
for public review at its March 2019 meeting, and will adopt its final regulatory
recommendations at its April 2019 meeting based on the PFMC salmon abundance
estimates and recommendations for ocean harvest for the coming season. Based on the
April 2019 recommendation by PFMC, the Department will recommend specific bag and
possession limit regulations to the Commission at its April 17, 2019 meeting. The
Commission will then consider adoption of the Central Valley salmon sport fishing
regulations at its May 16, 2019 teleconference.
For the purpose of PFMC mixed-stock fishery modeling and salmon stock assessment,
adult salmon are generally those considered three to five years in age, and grilse salmon
are those approximately two years of age. The age classes are distinguished by a cutoff of
salmon total length measurement, depending on the inland (in-river) fishery. For purposes
of the proposed regulation, this cutoff is presented as a range of 26 to 28 inches total
length, as outlined under the options for the proposed regulations (below).
Current Regulations
In 2018, salmon sport fishing in the Central Valley was constrained for the first time since
2010 due to a low SRFC stock abundance forecast. At its March 2018 meeting, the PFMC
determined it would be necessary to specify an ocean/inland sharing arrangement for the
limited SRFC available for harvest (take) in 2018 for ocean sport and commercial fisheries,
and in-river recreational fisheries in the Central Valley. As a result, the Department agreed
to a one-time limit of the in-river harvest to 15 percent of the total available SRFC harvest.
In December 2017, the Commission provided notice of a range of alternatives for the 2018
Central Valley fishery, including a suite of bag and possession limit alternatives that were
area-specific. However, because the Department did not anticipate the impending SRFC
stock collapse, this range of alternatives did not include a number of other measures that
might have been used to constrain inland SRFC catches to stay within the federal harvest
projections. Consequently, the only management measure the Department could
recommend to the Commission to target the federal in-river harvest projection was a
reduction in the daily bag limit from two fish to one fish in all areas that would be open to
retention during 2018.
Proposed Regulations
The Department recognizes the uncertainty of SRFC in-river harvest projections. Therefore,
for the 2019 Central Valley fishery, the Department is presenting three regulatory options
for the Commission’s consideration to tailor 2019 Central Valley fishery management to
target 2019 in-river fisheries harvest projections.


Option 1 is the most liberal of the three options and allows take of any size Chinook
Salmon up to the daily bag and possession limits.



Option 2 allows for take of a limited number of adult Chinook Salmon, with grilse
Chinook Salmon making up the remainder of the daily bag and possession limits.
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Option 3 is the most conservative option and allows for a grilse-only Chinook
Salmon fishery.

All three options increase fishing opportunities on the Feather and Mokelumne rivers by: (1)
extending the salmon fishing season by two weeks on the Feather River between the
Thermalito Afterbay Outfall and the Live Oak boat ramp; and (2) by extending the salmon
and hatchery steelhead fishing season on approximately 10 miles of the Mokelumne River
between the Highway 99 Bridge and Elliott Road. The expansion of fishing opportunity on
10 miles on the Mokelumne River for hatchery steelhead is buffered by the overall large run
of hatchery steelhead, and because spawning occurs outside this stretch of river.
Grilse Chinook Salmon Fishery Size Considerations
Grilse salmon are salmon that spend two years in the ocean before returning to their natal
streams to spawn. These fish are generally smaller in size and contribute less to the overall
salmon population than adult salmon, which typically spend three to five years in the ocean
before returning to freshwater to spawn. Typically, age-two salmon (grilse) are mostly
males (jacks) with relatively few female (jills). Should a reduction in the adult component of
the stock be imposed by PFMC harvest projections, the Department is recommending
specifying angling opportunities on the smaller, and possibly more numerous grilse salmon.
Take of adult salmon would be limited (Option 2) or prohibited (Option 3) under regulation,
and the subsequent juvenile production would help rebuild the depressed stock size.
When considering a grilse fishery, determining a size cutoff that balances angling harvest
opportunity for jacks versus preserving the limited number of females available to spawn is
important. If the total length size cutoff is too short (conservative), too few jacks will be
caught by anglers, and they will be underutilized because jacks are infrequently used as
hatchery broodstock, or because jacks are out-competed by larger males in-river. If the
cutoff is too large (liberal), then angling catch of the smaller females will increase, reducing
the hatchery and in-river spawners, since the limiting factor for spawning is egg availability
from jills and adult females. Therefore, the Department is proposing a grilse salmon size
limit range of less than or equal to 26 to 28 inches total length (TL) for discussion before
the Department makes a final recommendation. Considered in this context, the cutoff size
discussion is a trade-off between restricting take of the available adult female salmon
versus increasing harvest of possibly abundant smaller, two-year old male salmon.
A review of brood year 2008-2015 Central Valley Angler Survey coded wire tag recovery
data (2,329 age three and 789 age two Chinook Salmon) shows a grilse to adult cutoff at
approximately 27-inch fork length (FL). Using the adult spawning Chinook Salmon fork
length to total length conversion formula developed in Pahlke 1988a, 27-inch FL converts to
28.3-inch TL. Below are the percentages of adult SRFC that would be prohibited from
harvest at a 26, 27, and 28-inch TL cutoff for grilse salmon.

a

Pahlke, K, 1988. Length Conversion Equations for Sockeye, Chinook, and Coho salmon in southeast
Alaska. Regional Information Report No. Ij88-03. Alaska Department of Fish and Game Division of
Commercial Fisheries, Southeast Region.
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On average, a grilse fishery with a 26-inch TL cutoff (i.e., less than or equal to 26
inches TL) would allow harvest of 65 percent of age-two Chinook Salmon, while not
allowing harvest on 98.9 percent of age-three Chinook Salmon. It would prevent
harvest on 99 percent of adult males and 98.9 percent of adult females, where the
majority of harvested fish would be grilse.



On average, a grilse fishery with a 27-inch TL cutoff (i.e., less than or equal to 27
inches TL) would allow harvest of 81 percent of age-two Chinook Salmon, while not
allowing harvest on 97.3 percent of age-three Chinook Salmon. It would prevent
harvest on 97.3 percent of adult males and 97.9 percent of adult females, where the
majority of harvested fish would be grilse.



On average, a grilse fishery with a 28-inch TL cutoff (i.e., less than or equal to 28
inches TL) would allow harvest of 93.4 percent of age-two Chinook Salmon, while
not allowing harvest on 94.5 percent of age-three Chinook Salmon. It would prevent
harvest on 95 percent of adult males and 96 percent of adult females, where the
majority of harvested fish would be grilse.

Predicting the abundance of grilse for any given year is currently not possible because they
are not susceptible to angling harvest prior to becoming grilse, and ocean abundance of
pre-grilse sized fish is not monitored. The first indication of a large Central Valley grilse
population is usually from in-river recreational fishing beginning in mid-July. Grilse numbers
compared to adult numbers for a given year are usually not fully known until the following
January, when spawner survey results are completed. For this reason, using an average of
previous grilse data is a reasonable method of setting regulatory limits for future years.
Key to Proposed Regulatory Changes:
Because the PFMC recommendations are not known at this time, a range shown in
[brackets] in the text below of bag and possession limits is indicated where it is desirable
to continue Chinook Salmon fishing in the American, Feather, Mokelumne, and
Sacramento rivers.
Bold text indicates changes to the in-river season or boundary.

The following options are provided for Commission consideration:
Option 1 – Any Size Chinook Salmon Fishery
This option would allow anglers to take up to [0-4] Chinook Salmon of any size per day.
This option is the Department’s preferred option if the 2019 SRFC stock abundance
forecast is sufficiently high to avoid the need to constrain in-river SRFC harvest.
In addition, this option would extend the salmon fishing season by two weeks (to October
31) on the Feather River between the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall and the Live Oak boat
ramp to allow for additional fishing opportunity. This section of the Feather River used to
-4-

provide spawning habitat for SRFC, but adult spawning has not been observed in this
section of the Feather River for approximately 10 years. Allowing the take of salmon in this
section of the Feather River during this time period will provide additional sport fishing
opportunity without adversely impacting SRFC populations. Lastly, this option would
provide additional fishing opportunity by extending the salmon season by two and one-half
months (to December 31) and allowing year-round fishing on hatchery steelhead on
approximately 10 miles of the Mokelumne River between the Highway 99 Bridge and Elliott
Road. This would allow anglers to continue to fish lower in the river where no spawning is
occurring. In addition, the Mokelumne River supports a large run of hatchery origin
steelhead. Allowing the take of salmon and hatchery steelhead in this section of the
Mokelumne River during this time period will provide additional sport fishing opportunity
without adversely impacting populations of SRFC or wild steelhead.
American River, subsection 7.50(b)(5):
(B) From the USGS gauging station cable crossing near Nimbus Hatchery to the SMUD
power line crossing the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park.
July 16 through October 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
(C) From the SMUD power line crossing at the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park
to the Jibboom Street bridge.
July 16 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
(D) From the Jibboom Street bridge to the mouth.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
Feather River, subsection 7.50(b)(68):
(D) From the unimproved boat ramp above the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall to 200 yards
above the Live Oak boat ramp.
July 16 through October 31 with a daily bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
(E) From 200 yards above the Live Oak boat ramp to the mouth.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
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Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
Mokelumne River, subsection 7.50(b)(124):
(A) From Camanche Dam to Elliott Road.
July 16 through October 15 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
(B) From Elliott Road to the Woodbridge Irrigation District Dam and including Lodi Lake.
From July 16 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
(D) From the Lower Sacramento Road bridge to the mouth.
From July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
Sacramento River below Keswick Dam, subsection 7.50(b)(156.5):
(C) From Deschutes Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam.
August 1 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
(D) From the Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the Highway 113 bridge.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
(E) From the Highway 113 bridge to the Carquinez Bridge.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
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Option 2 – Limited Adult and Grilse Salmon Fishery
This option would allow the take of a limited number of adult Chinook Salmon, with grilse
Chinook Salmon making up the remainder of the daily bag and possession limits. Should a
reduction in the adult component of the stock be imposed by PFMC harvest projections, the
Department is recommending specifying angling opportunities on the smaller, and possibly
more numerous grilse salmon to increase angling harvest opportunities. Take of adult
salmon would be limited under regulation, and the subsequent juvenile production would
help rebuild the depressed stock size at a time when there is the need to restrict harvest of
adult salmon.
As with Option 1, Option 2 would extend the salmon fishing season by two weeks (to
October 31) on the Feather River between the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall and the Live Oak
boat ramp to allow for additional fishing opportunity. This section of the Feather River used
to provide spawning habitat for SRFC, but adult spawning has not been observed in this
section of the Feather River for approximately 10 years. Allowing the take of salmon in this
section of the Feather River during this time period will provide additional sport fishing
opportunity without adversely impacting SRFC populations. Lastly, this option would
provide additional fishing opportunity by extending the salmon season by two and one-half
months (to December 31) and allowing year-round fishing on hatchery steelhead on
approximately 10 miles of the Mokelumne River between the Highway 99 Bridge and Elliott
Road. This would allow anglers to continue to fish lower in the river where no spawning is
occurring. In addition, the Mokelumne River supports a large run of hatchery origin
steelhead. Allowing the take of salmon and hatchery steelhead in this section of the
Mokelumne River during this time period will provide additional sport fishing opportunity
without adversely impacting populations of SRFC or wild steelhead.
American River, subsection 7.50(b)(5):
(B) From the USGS gauging station cable crossing near Nimbus Hatchery to the SMUD
power line crossing the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park.
July 16 through October 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no more
than [0-4] fish over [26-28] inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0–4] fish may be
over [26-28] inches total length.
(C) From the SMUD power line crossing at the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park
to the Jibboom Street bridge.
July 16 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no
more than [0-4] fish over [26-28] inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0–4] fish may be
over [26-28] inches total length.
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(D) From the Jibboom Street bridge to the mouth.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no
more than [0-4] fish over [26-28] inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0–4] fish may be
over [26-28] inches total length.
Feather River, subsection 7.50(b)(68):
(D) From the unimproved boat ramp above the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall to 200 yards
above the Live Oak boat ramp.
July 16 through October 31 with a daily bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no
more than [0-4] fish over [26-28] inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0–4] fish may be
over [26-28] inches total length.
(E) From 200 yards above the Live Oak boat ramp to the mouth.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no
more than [0-4] fish over [26-28] inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be
over [26-28] inches total length.
Mokelumne River, subsection 7.50(b)(124)
(A) From Camanche Dam to Elliott Road.
July 16 through October 15 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no more
than [0-4] fish over [26-28] inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be
over [26-28] inches total length.
(B) From Elliott Road to the Woodbridge Irrigation District Dam and including Lodi Lake.
From July 16 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which
no more than [0-4] fish over [26-28] inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be
over [26-28] inches total length.
(D) From the Lower Sacramento Road bridge to the mouth.
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From July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which
no more than [0-4] fish over [26-28] inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be
over [26-28] inches total length.
Sacramento River below Keswick Dam, subsection 7.50(b)(156.5):
(C) From Deschutes Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam.
August 1 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no
more than [0-4] fish over [26-28] inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be
over [26-28] inches total length.
(D) From the Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the Highway 113 bridge.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no
more than [0-4] fish over [26-28] inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be
over [26-28] inches total length.
(E) From the Highway 113 bridge to the Carquinez Bridge.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no
more than [0-4] fish over [26-28] inches total length may be retained.
Possession limit – [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish may be
over [26-28] inches total length.
Option 3 – Grilse-only Salmon Fishery
This option would allow for a grilse-only salmon fishery. Should a reduction in the adult
component of the stock be imposed by PFMC harvest projections, the Department is
recommending specifying angling opportunities on the smaller, and possibly more
numerous grilse salmon to increase angling harvest opportunities. Take of adult salmon
would be prohibited under regulation, and the subsequent juvenile production would help
rebuild the depressed stock size at a time when there is the need to restrict harvest of adult
salmon.
As with Options 1 and 2, Option 3 would extend the salmon fishing season by two weeks
(to October 31) on the Feather River between the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall and the Live
Oak boat ramp to allow for additional fishing opportunity. This section of the Feather River
used to provide spawning habitat for SRFC, but adult spawning has not been observed in
this section of the Feather River for approximately 10 years. Allowing the take of salmon in
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this section of the Feather River during this time period will provide additional sport fishing
opportunity without adversely impacting SRFC populations. Lastly, this option would
provide additional fishing opportunity by extending the salmon season by two and one-half
months (to December 31) and allowing year-round fishing on hatchery steelhead on
approximately 10 miles of the Mokelumne River between the Highway 99 Bridge and Elliott
Road. This would allow anglers to continue to fish lower in the river where no spawning is
occurring. In addition, the Mokelumne River supports a large run of hatchery origin
steelhead. Allowing the take of salmon and hatchery steelhead in this section of the
Mokelumne River during this time period will provide additional sport fishing opportunity
without adversely impacting populations of SRFC or wild steelhead.
American River, subsection 7.50(b)(5):
(B) From the USGS gauging station cable crossing near Nimbus Hatchery to the SMUD
power line crossing the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park.
July 16 through October 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or equal
to [26-28] inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total
length.
(C) From the SMUD power line crossing at the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park
to the Jibboom Street bridge.
July 16 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or
equal to [26-28] inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total
length.
(D) From the Jibboom Street bridge to the mouth.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or
equal to [26-28] inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total
length.
Feather River, subsection 7.50(b)(68):
(D) From the unimproved boat ramp above the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall to the Live Oak
boat ramp.
July 16 through October 31 with a daily bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or
equal to [26-28] inches total length.
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Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total
length.
(E) From 200 yards above the Live Oak boat ramp to the mouth.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or
equal to [26-28] inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total
length.
Mokelumne River, subsection 7.50(b)(124):
(A) From Camanche Dam to Elliott Road
July 16 through October 15 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or equal
to [26-28] inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total
length.
(B) From Elliott Road to the Woodbridge Irrigation District Dam and including lake Lodi.
From July 16 through December 31 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than
or equal to [26-28] inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total
length.
(D) From the Lower Sacramento Road bridge to the mouth.
From July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than
or equal to [26-28] inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total
length.
Sacramento River below Keswick Dam, subsection 7.50(b)(156.5):
(C) From Deschutes Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam.
August 1 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or
equal to [26-28] inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total
length.
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(D) From the Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the Highway 113 bridge.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or
equal to [26-28] inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total
length.
(E) From the Highway 113 bridge to the Carquinez Bridge.
July 16 through December 16 with a bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or
equal to [26-28] inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total
length.
Necessity of the Proposed Regulation Changes
The proposed regulations are necessary to adjust Chinook Salmon bag and possession
limits, size limits, and open seasons for the American, Feather, Mokelumne, and
Sacramento rivers for consistency with PFMC salmon abundance estimates and
recommendations for ocean harvest for the coming season. The proposed regulatory
changes will maximize salmon and steelhead fishing opportunity where possible through
the proposed extensions of season end dates for portions of the Feather and Mokelumne
Rivers, without adversely affecting SRFC or wild steelhead.
OTHER CHANGES:
Under all options, changes are proposed to fix punctuation and to remove the extra word
“in” in subsection 7.50(b)(124)(A).
(b)

Goals and Benefits of the Regulation:
It is the policy of this State to encourage the conservation, maintenance, and utilization of
the living resources of the ocean and other waters under the jurisdiction and influence of
the State for the benefit of all the citizens of the State and to promote the development of
local fisheries and distant water fisheries based in California in harmony with international
law, respecting fishing and the conservation of the living resources of the ocean and other
waters under the jurisdiction and influence of the State. The objectives of this policy
include, but are not limited to, the maintenance of sufficient populations of all species of
aquatic organisms to ensure their continued existence, and the maintenance of a sufficient
resource to support a reasonable sport use.
Adoption of scientifically-based SRFC bag and possession limits provides for the
maintenance of sufficient populations of Chinook Salmon to ensure their continued
existence.
The benefits of the proposed regulations are consistency with federal fishery management
goals, sustainable management of Central Valley Chinook Salmon resources, general
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health and welfare of California residents, and promotion of businesses that rely on Central
Valley Chinook Salmon sport fishing.
(c)

Authority and Reference Sections from Fish and Game Code for Regulation:
Authority: Sections 200, 205, 265, 270, 315, 316.5, and 399 Fish and Game Code.
Reference: Sections 200, 205, 265, 270 and 316.5, Fish and Game Code.

(d)

Specific Technology or Equipment Required by Regulatory Change: None.

(e)

Identification of Reports or Documents Supporting Regulation Change:
Pahlke, K, 1988. Length Conversion Equations for Sockeye, Chinook, and Coho salmon in
southeast Alaska. Regional Information Report No. Ij88-03. Alaska Department of Fish and
Game Division of Commercial Fisheries, Southeast Region.

(f)

Public Discussions of Proposed Regulations Prior to Notice Publication:
No public meetings are being held prior to the notice publication. The 45-day comment
period provides adequate time for review of the proposed amendments.

IV.

Description of Reasonable Alternatives to Regulatory Action
(a)

Alternatives to Regulation Change:
No alternatives were identified by or brought to the attention of Commission staff that would
have the same desired regulatory effect.

(b)

No Change Alternative:
The no change alternative would leave existing 2018 regulations in place. The no-change
alternative would not allow for appropriate harvest rates, while the proposed regulations will
allow the state to harmonize its bag and possession limits with NMFS’ regulations.

V.

Mitigation Measures Required by Regulatory Action
The proposed regulatory action will have no negative impact on the environment; therefore, no
mitigation measures are needed.

VI.

Impact of Regulatory Action
The potential for significant statewide adverse economic impacts that might result from the
proposed regulatory action has been assessed, and the following initial determinations relative
to the required statutory categories have been made:
(a)

Significant Statewide Adverse Economic Impact Directly Affecting Businesses, Including
the Ability of California Businesses to Compete with Businesses in Other States:
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The proposed action will not have a significant statewide adverse economic impact directly
affecting business, including the ability of California businesses to compete with
businesses in other states. The proposed changes are necessary for the continued
preservation of the resource, while providing inland sport fishing opportunities and thus, the
prevention of adverse economic impacts.
(b)

Impact on the Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State, the Creation of New
Businesses or the Elimination of Existing Businesses, or the Expansion of Businesses in
California; Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and Welfare of California Residents,
Worker Safety, and the State’s Environment:
The Commission does not anticipate adverse impacts, but acknowledges the potential for
short-term negative impacts on the creation or elimination of jobs within the state. The
Commission anticipates no adverse impacts on the creation of new business, the
elimination of existing businesses or the expansion of businesses in California (see Table
1). Minor variations in the bag and possession limits and/or the implementation of a size
limit are unlikely to significantly impact the volume of business activity. The loss of up to 20
jobs with Option 3 is not expected to eliminate businesses because reduced fishing days
will be partially offset by the extension of the salmon fishing season on portions of the
Feather and Mokelumne rivers and by opportunities to fish for grilse Chinook Salmon and
other species.
The Commission anticipates benefits to the health and welfare of California residents.
Providing opportunities for a Chinook Salmon sport fishery encourages consumption of a
nutritious food. The Commission anticipates benefits to the environment by the sustainable
management of California’s Chinook Salmon resources in the Central Valley.
The Commission does not anticipate any benefits to worker safety.
Other benefits of the proposed regulations are concurrence with federal fishery
management goals and promotion of businesses that rely on Central Valley Chinook
Salmon sport fishing.

(c)

Cost Impacts on a Representative Private Person or Business:
The Commission is not aware of any cost impacts that a representative private person or
business would necessarily incur in reasonable compliance with the proposed action.

(d)

Costs or Savings to State Agencies or Costs/Savings in Federal Funding to the State:
None.

(e)

Nondiscretionary Costs/Savings to Local Agencies: None.

(f)

Programs Mandated on Local Agencies or School Districts: None.

(g)

Costs Imposed on Any Local Agency or School District that is Required to be Reimbursed
Under Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4, Government Code: None.
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(h)

Effect on Housing Costs: None.

VII. Economic Impact Assessment
The regulatory amendments of subsections (b)(5), (b)(68), (b)(124), and (b)(156.5) of Section
7.50 under consideration will set the 2019 sport fishing regulations for Chinook Salmon in the
American, Feather, Mokelumne, and Sacramento rivers, respectively, for consistency with
PFMC in-river harvest projections.
Option 1 would allow anglers to take any size Chinook Salmon up to the daily bag limit [04] and possession limit [0-12] (most liberal option).
Option 2 would allow for take of a limited number of adult Chinook Salmon, with grilse
Chinook Salmon making up the remainder of the daily bag limit [0-4] and possession limit
[0-12].
Option 3 is the most conservative option and allows for take of only grilse Chinook Salmon
up to the daily bag limit [0-4] and possession limit [0-12]. Take of adult salmon would not be
allowed.
All three options increase fishing opportunities on the Feather and Mokelumne rivers by: (1)
extending the salmon fishing season by two weeks on the Feather River between the Thermalito
Afterbay Outfall and the Live Oak boat ramp; and (2) by extending the salmon and hatchery
steelhead fishing season on approximately 10 miles of the Mokelumne River between the
Highway 99 Bridge and Elliott Road.
In a normal season, the Central Valley fall Chinook Salmon fishery generates $18,536,979 in
total economic output and supports 130 jobs. The regional and statewide economic impacts
factor into the effort to balance the maintenance of the recreational fishery with resource
preservation, while complying with PFMC recommendations. The potential economic impacts
that may result from each in-river harvest projection as specified in Option 1, Option 2, and
Option 3 are evaluated in terms of each scenario’s probable impact on the number of angler
days, and thus area spending.
Table 1. Central Valley Salmon Fishery Economic Impacts (2017$)
Regulation
Option 1
Option 2
Option 3
Difference
Option 1
Option 2
Option 3

Angler Days
179,550
161,595
143,640
Angler Day Loss
0
17,955
35,910

$
$
$
$
$
$

Angler Expenditures
13,182,320
11,864,088
10,545,856
Expenditure Loss
1,318,232
2,636,464

Total Econ Impact
18,536,979
16,682,731
14,829,094
Total Impact Loss
$
$
1,854,248
$
3,707,885
$
$
$

Jobs

Job Loss

130
120
110
0
10
20

Sources: CDFW Fisheries Branch economic analysis; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2016 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting,
and Wildlife-Associated Recreation; dollar figures adjusted for inflation with Implicit Price Deflator for Personal Consumption
Expenditures, Bureau of Economic Analysis.

-15-

Historical correlations between catch limits and fishery participation levels suggest that Option 1
could enable a historically average number of angler days for the 2019 Chinook Salmon season
on the American, Feather, Mokelumne, and Sacramento rivers. Option 2 may result in declines
in angler days of 17,955 below an average year. Option 3 may result in larger declines or about
35,910 fewer angler days.
For all options, the proposed extensions of season end dates for portions of the Feather and
Mokelumne Rivers would extend the period of angler regional economic contributions.
Additionally, anglers may pursue other in-river sport fish aside from Chinook salmon, such as
steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss), striped bass (Morone saxatilis), largemouth bass
(Micropterus salmoides), sturgeon (Acipenser transmontanus) and catfish (Ictalurus spp.), that
may mitigate any adverse impacts from any reductions in salmon fishing. In sum, the options
presented to the Commission were conceived with the goal of enabling levels of recreational
SRFC fishing in the range of historical averages, and thus should not be a source of significant
adverse economic impacts.
(a)

Effects of the Regulation on the Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State
The Commission does not anticipate that any of the proposed options would induce
substantial impacts on the creation or elimination of jobs. For Option 1, no change in job
creation or elimination is anticipated. Option 2 and Option 3 have the potential to result in
fewer angler visits, and absent substitution toward other sportfish and/or activities in the
affected areas, the reduction in angler spending could reduce the support for 10 - 20 jobs
statewide. These job impacts are statewide and may be moderated by the additional two
and one-half months of fishing opportunity on approximately 10 miles of the Mokelumne
River between the Highway 99 bridge and Elliott Road, and by the additional two weeks of
fishing opportunity on the Feather River between the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall and the
Live Oak boat ramp.

(b)

Effects of the Regulation on the Creation of New Businesses or the Elimination of Existing
Businesses Within the State
The Commission does not anticipate that any of the proposed options would induce
substantial impacts on the creation of new business or the elimination of existing
businesses, because the proposed changes to the regulations are unlikely to be substantial
enough to stimulate the creation of new businesses or cause the elimination of existing
businesses. The season extensions for portions of the Mokelumne and Feather rivers are
expected to sustain the number of fishing trips and the level of economic stimulus within
historical averages.

(c)

Effects of the Regulation on the Expansion of Businesses Currently Doing Business Within
the State
The Commission does not anticipate that any of the proposed options would induce
substantial impacts on the expansion of businesses currently doing business within the
state. The proposed regulations are not anticipated to increase demand for services or
products from the existing businesses that serve inland sport fishermen. The number of
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fishing trips and angler economic contributions are expected to remain within the range of
historical averages.
(d)

Benefits of the Regulation to the Health and Welfare of California Residents
The Commission anticipates benefits to the health and welfare of California residents.
Chinook Salmon is a nutritious food source and providing inland sport fishery opportunities
encourages consumption of this nutritious food. Sport fishing also contributes to increased
mental health of its practitioners, as fishing is a hobby and form of relaxation for many.
Sport fishing also provides opportunities for multi-generational family activities and
promotes respect for California’s environment by younger generations, the future stewards
of California’s natural resources.

(e)

Benefits of the Regulation to Worker Safety
The Commission does not anticipate any benefits to worker safety from the proposed
regulations because inland sport fishing does not impact working conditions.

(f)

Benefits of the Regulation to the State’s Environment
Under all Options 1-3, the Commission anticipates benefits to the environment in the
sustainable management of Central Valley Chinook Salmon. It is the policy of this State to
encourage the conservation, maintenance, and utilization of the living resources of the
ocean and other waters under the jurisdiction and influence of the State for the benefit of all
the citizens of the State and to promote the development of local fisheries and distant water
fisheries based in California in harmony with international law, respecting fishing and the
conservation of the living resources of the ocean and other waters under the jurisdiction
and influence of the State. The objectives of this policy include, but are not limited to, the
maintenance of sufficient populations of all species of aquatic organisms to ensure their
continued existence, and the maintenance of a sufficient resource to support a reasonable
sport use.
In accordance with this policy, adoption of scientifically-based inland Chinook Salmon bag
and possession limits provides for the maintenance of sufficient populations of salmon to
ensure their continued existence and thus continued economic stimulus.

(g)

Other Benefits of the Regulation
Other benefits of the regulation include consistency with federal fishery management goals
and the promotion of businesses that rely on Central Valley Salmon sport fishing.
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Informative Digest/Policy Statement Overview
Unless otherwise specified, all section references in this document are to Title 14 of the
California Code of Regulations.
Current regulations in subsections (b)(5), (b)(68), (b)(124) and (b)(156.5) of Section 7.50
prescribe the 2018 seasons and daily bag and possession limits for Sacramento River fall-run
Chinook Salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha; SRFC) sport fishing in the American, Feather,
Mokelumne, and Sacramento rivers, respectively. Collectively, these four rivers constitute the
“Central Valley fishery” for SRFC. Each year, the Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department)
recommends new Chinook Salmon bag and possession limits for consideration by the Fish and
Game Commission (Commission) to align fishing limits with up-to-date management goals, as
set forth below.
The Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) is responsible for adopting recommendations
for the management of recreational and commercial ocean salmon fisheries in the Exclusive
Economic Zone (three to 200 miles offshore) off the coasts of Washington, Oregon, and
California. When approved by the Secretary of Commerce, these recommendations are
implemented as ocean salmon fishing regulations by the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS).
The PFMC will develop the annual Pacific coast ocean salmon fisheries regulatory options for
public review at its March 2019 meeting and will adopt its final regulatory recommendations at its
April 2019 meeting based on the PFMC salmon abundance estimates and recommendations for
ocean harvest (take) for the coming season. Based on the April 2019 recommendations by
PFMC, the Department will recommend specific bag and possession limit regulations to the
Commission at its April 17, 2019 meeting. The Commission will then consider adoption of the
regulations at its May 16, 2019 teleconference.
For the purpose of PFMC mixed-stock fishery modeling and salmon stock assessment, adult
salmon are generally those considered three to five years in age, and grilse salmon are those
approximately two years of age. The age classes are distinguished by a cutoff of salmon total
length measurement, depending on the in-river fishery. For purposes of the proposed regulation,
this cutoff is presented as a range of 26 to 28 inches total length, as outlined under the options
for the proposed regulations (below).
Proposed Regulations
The Department recognizes the uncertainty of Sacramento River fall-run Chinook Salmon
(SRFC) inland (in-river) harvest projections. Therefore, the Department is presenting three
regulatory options for the Commission’s consideration to tailor 2019 Central Valley fishery
management to target 2019 in-river fisheries harvest projections.


Option 1 is the most liberal of the three options and allows take of any size Chinook
Salmon up to the daily bag and possession limits.
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Option 2 allows for take of a limited number of adult Chinook Salmon, with grilse Chinook
Salmon making up the remainder of the daily bag and possession limits.



Option 3 is the most conservative option and allows for a grilse-only Chinook Salmon
fishery.

All three options increase fishing opportunities on the Feather and Mokelumne rivers by: (1)
extending the salmon fishing season by two weeks on the Feather River between the Thermalito
Afterbay Outfall and the Live Oak boat ramp; and (2) by extending the salmon and hatchery
steelhead fishing season on approximately 10 miles of the Mokelumne River between the
Highway 99 Bridge and Elliott Road.
All options would be applicable to the following river segments and time periods:
American River, subsection 7.50(b)(5):
(B)
From the USGS gauging station cable crossing near Nimbus Hatchery to the SMUD
power line crossing the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park, July 16 through
October 31
(C)
From the SMUD power line crossing at the southwest boundary of Ancil Hoffman Park to
the Jibboom Street bridge, July 16 through December 31
(D)
From the Jibboom Street bridge to the mouth, July 16 through December 16
Feather River, subsection 7.50(b)(68):
(D) From the unimproved boat ramp above the Thermalito Afterbay Outfall to 200 yards above
the Live Oak boat ramp, July 16 through October 31
(E) From 200 yards above the Live Oak boat ramp to the mouth, July 16 through December 16
Mokelumne River, subsection 7.50(b)(124):
(A) From Comanche Dam to Elliott Road, July 16 through October 15
(B) From Elliott Road to the Woodbridge Irrigation District Dam and including Lodi Lake, July
16 through December 31
(D) From the Lower Sacramento Road bridge to the mouth, July 16 through December 16
Sacramento River below Keswick Dam, subsection 7.50(b)(156.5):
(C) From Deschutes Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam, August 1 through
December 16
(D) From the Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the Highway 113 bridge, July 16 through
December 16.
(E) From the Highway 113 bridge to the Carquinez Bridge, July 16 through December 16.
The following options are provided for Commission consideration:
Option 1 – Any Size Chinook Salmon Fishery
This option is the Department’s preferred option if the 2019 SRFC stock abundance forecast is
sufficiently high to avoid the need to constrain inland SRFC harvest.
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Bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon.
Option 2 – Limited Adult and Grilse Salmon Fishery
Bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0-4] fish over [26-28] inches total
length may be retained.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon of which no more than [0–4] fish may be over [26-28]
inches total length.
Option 3 – Grilse Salmon Fishery Only
Bag limit of [0-4] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total length.
Possession limit - [0-12] Chinook Salmon less than or equal to [26-28] inches total length.
OTHER CHANGES:
Under all options, changes are proposed to fix punctuation and to remove the extra word “in” in
subsection 7.50(b)(124(A).
Benefits of the Proposed Regulations
The Commission anticipates benefits to the environment in the sustainable management of
Central Valley Chinook Salmon resources. Other benefits of the proposed regulations are
consistency with federal fishery management goals, health and welfare of California residents,
and promotion of businesses that rely on Central Valley Chinook Salmon sport fishing.
Consistency and Compatibility with Existing Regulations
Article IV, Section 20 of the State Constitution specifies that the Legislature may delegate to the
Fish and Game Commission such powers relating to the protection and propagation of fish and
game as the Legislature sees fit. The Legislature has delegated to the Commission the power to
regulate recreational fishing in waters of the state (Fish and Game Code sections 200, 205, 315
and 316.5). The Commission has reviewed its own regulations and finds that the proposed
regulations are neither inconsistent nor incompatible with existing state regulations. The
Commission has searched the California Code of Regulations and finds no other state agency
regulations pertaining to Chinook Salmon recreational fishing seasons, bag and possession
limits for Central Valley sport fishing.
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¿ °»½·º·»¼ ·² Ù±ª»®²³»²¬ Ý±¼» Í»½¬·±² ïïíìêòíø½÷Ã

¿°°®±¨ò ïðð ¬± îðð

íò Û²¬»® ¬¸» ¬±¬¿´ ²«³¾»® ±º ¾«·²»» ·³°¿½¬»¼æ

Ü»½®·¾» ¬¸» ¬§°» ±º ¾«·²»» ø×²½´«¼» ²±²°®±º·¬÷æ Ú·¸·²¹ ¹«·¼»ô ¾±¿¬ ±©²»®ô ¾¿·¬ô ¬¿½µ´»ô º±±¼ô º«»´ô ´±¼¹·²¹ô ¿²¼ ½¿³°¹®±«²¼ ª»²¼±®
Û²¬»® ¬¸» ²«³¾»® ±® °»®½»²¬¿¹» ±º ¬±¬¿´
¾«·²»» ·³°¿½¬»¼ ¬¸¿¬ ¿®» ³¿´´ ¾«·²»»æ

80%

ìò Û²¬»® ¬¸» ²«³¾»® ±º ¾«·²»» ¬¸¿¬ ©·´´ ¾» ½®»¿¬»¼æ

²±²»

»´·³·²¿¬»¼æ

²±²»

Û¨°´¿·²æ The anticipated impact on fishing activity is not expected to be sufficient to induce business loss/creation.
ëò ×²¼·½¿¬» ¬¸» ¹»±¹®¿°¸·½ »¨¬»²¬ ±º ·³°¿½¬æ

Í¬¿¬»©·¼»
Ô±½¿´ ±® ®»¹·±²¿´ øÔ·¬ ¿®»¿÷æ American, Feather, Mokelumne, & Sacramento rivers

êò Û²¬»® ¬¸» ²«³¾»® ±º ¶±¾ ½®»¿¬»¼æ

²±²»

¿²¼ »´·³·²¿¬»¼æ ð ó îé

Ü»½®·¾» ¬¸» ¬§°» ±º ¶±¾ ±® ±½½«°¿¬·±² ·³°¿½¬»¼æ Fishing guides, boat owners, and vendors for food, bait, tackle, fuel, lodging

and campgrounds.
éò É·´´ ¬¸» ®»¹«´¿¬·±² ¿ºº»½¬ ¬¸» ¿¾·´·¬§ ±º Ý¿´·º±®²·¿ ¾«·²»» ¬± ½±³°»¬» ©·¬¸
±¬¸»® ¬¿¬» ¾§ ³¿µ·²¹ ·¬ ³±®» ½±¬´§ ¬± °®±¼«½» ¹±±¼ ±® »®ª·½» ¸»®»á

ÇÛÍ

ÒÑ

×º ÇÛÍô »¨°´¿·² ¾®·»º´§æ
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Þò ÛÍÌ×ÓßÌÛÜ ÝÑÍÌÍ ×²½´«¼» ½¿´½«´¿¬·±² ¿²¼ ¿«³°¬·±² ·² ¬¸» ®«´»³¿µ·²¹ ®»½±®¼ò
ïò É¸¿¬ ¿®» ¬¸» ¬±¬¿´ ¬¿¬»©·¼» ¼±´´¿® ½±¬ ¬¸¿¬ ¾«·²»» ¿²¼ ·²¼·ª·¼«¿´ ³¿§ ·²½«® ¬± ½±³°´§ ©·¬¸ ¬¸· ®»¹«´¿¬·±² ±ª»® ·¬ ´·º»¬·³»á ü
¿ò ×²·¬·¿´ ½±¬ º±® ¿ ³¿´´ ¾«·²»æ ü 0

ß²²«¿´ ±²¹±·²¹ ½±¬æ ü

0

Ç»¿®æ 1

¾ò ×²·¬·¿´ ½±¬ º±® ¿ ¬§°·½¿´ ¾«·²»æ ü 0

ß²²«¿´ ±²¹±·²¹ ½±¬æ ü

0

Ç»¿®æ 1

ü0

½ò ×²·¬·¿´ ½±¬ º±® ¿² ·²¼·ª·¼«¿´æ

¼ò Ü»½®·¾» ±¬¸»® »½±²±³·½ ½±¬ ¬¸¿¬ ³¿§ ±½½«®æ

0

Ç»¿®æ 1
0
Òñßô Ì¸· ¿½¬·±² »»µ ¬± ³¿·²¬¿·² Ý»²¬®¿´ Ê¿´´»§ °±®¬ º·¸·²¹
ß²²«¿´ ±²¹±·²¹ ½±¬æ ü

opportunities with no new compliance costs.

îò ×º ³«´¬·°´» ·²¼«¬®·» ¿®» ·³°¿½¬»¼ô »²¬»® ¬¸» ¸¿®» ±º ¬±¬¿´ ½±¬ º±® »¿½¸ ·²¼«¬®§æ N/A

íò ×º ¬¸» ®»¹«´¿¬·±² ·³°±» ®»°±®¬·²¹ ®»¯«·®»³»²¬ô »²¬»® ¬¸» ¿²²«¿´ ½±¬ ¿ ¬§°·½¿´ ¾«·²» ³¿§ ·²½«® ¬± ½±³°´§ ©·¬¸ ¬¸»» ®»¯«·®»³»²¬ò
×²½´«¼» ¬¸» ¼±´´¿® ½±¬ ¬± ¼± °®±¹®¿³³·²¹ô ®»½±®¼ µ»»°·²¹ô ®»°±®¬·²¹ô ¿²¼ ±¬¸»® °¿°»®©±®µô ©¸»¬¸»® ±® ²±¬ ¬¸» °¿°»®©±®µ ³«¬ ¾» «¾³·¬¬»¼ò ü N/A
ìò É·´´ ¬¸· ®»¹«´¿¬·±² ¼·®»½¬´§ ·³°¿½¬ ¸±«·²¹ ½±¬á

ÇÛÍ

ÒÑ

×º ÇÛÍô »²¬»® ¬¸» ¿²²«¿´ ¼±´´¿® ½±¬ °»® ¸±«·²¹ «²·¬æ ü
Ò«³¾»® ±º «²·¬æ
ëò ß®» ¬¸»®» ½±³°¿®¿¾´» Ú»¼»®¿´ ®»¹«´¿¬·±²á

ÇÛÍ

ÒÑ

Û¨°´¿·² ¬¸» ²»»¼ º±® Í¬¿¬» ®»¹«´¿¬·±² ¹·ª»² ¬¸» »¨·¬»²½» ±® ¿¾»²½» ±º Ú»¼»®¿´ ®»¹«´¿¬·±²æ

Ú·¸ ¿²¼ Ù¿³» Ý±¼» øÚÙÝ÷ »½¬·±² îðð ¿²¼ îðë

Û²¬»® ¿²§ ¿¼¼·¬·±²¿´ ½±¬ ¬± ¾«·²»» ¿²¼ñ±® ·²¼·ª·¼«¿´ ¬¸¿¬ ³¿§ ¾» ¼«» ¬± Í¬¿¬» ó Ú»¼»®¿´ ¼·ºº»®»²½»æ ü 0

Ýò ÛÍÌ×ÓßÌÛÜ ÞÛÒÛÚ×ÌÍ Û¬·³¿¬·±² ±º ¬¸» ¼±´´¿® ª¿´«» ±º ¾»²»º·¬ · ²±¬ °»½·º·½¿´´§ ®»¯«·®»¼ ¾§ ®«´»³¿µ·²¹ ´¿©ô ¾«¬ »²½±«®¿¹»¼ò
ïò Þ®·»º´§ «³³¿®·¦» ¬¸» ¾»²»º·¬ ±º ¬¸» ®»¹«´¿¬·±²ô ©¸·½¸ ³¿§ ·²½´«¼» ¿³±²¹ ±¬¸»®ô ¬¸»
¸»¿´¬¸ ¿²¼ ©»´º¿®» ±º Ý¿´·º±®²·¿ ®»·¼»²¬ô ©±®µ»® ¿º»¬§ ¿²¼ ¬¸» Í¬¿¬»ù »²ª·®±²³»²¬æ

Ì¸· ¿½¬·±² ¸±«´¼ ®»«´¬ ·²

¬¸» ½±²¬·²«»¼ «¬¿·²¿¾·´·¬§ ±º ¬¸» °±®¬ º·¸»®·» ¬¸¿¬ ¾»²»º·¬ °±®¬ ¿²¹´»® ¿²¼ ¬¸» ¿®»¿ ¾«·²»» ¬¸¿¬ «°°±®¬ °±®¬ º·¸·²¹ ¿½¬·ª·¬·»ò

îò ß®» ¬¸» ¾»²»º·¬ ¬¸» ®»«´¬ ±ºæ
Û¨°´¿·²æ

°»½·º·½ ¬¿¬«¬±®§ ®»¯«·®»³»²¬ô ±®

¹±¿´ ¼»ª»´±°»¼ ¾§ ¬¸» ¿¹»²½§ ¾¿»¼ ±² ¾®±¿¼ ¬¿¬«¬±®§ ¿«¬¸±®·¬§á

Í¬¿¬«¬» °®±ª·¼» ¬¸» Ú·¸ ú Ù¿³» Ý±³³··±² ¿«¬¸±®·¬§ ¬± »¬¿¾´·¸ °±®¬ º·¸·²¹ ®»¹«´¿¬·±² øÚÙÝ »½¬·±² îðð ¿²¼ îðë÷

íò É¸¿¬ ¿®» ¬¸» ¬±¬¿´ ¬¿¬»©·¼» ¾»²»º·¬ º®±³ ¬¸· ®»¹«´¿¬·±² ±ª»® ·¬ ´·º»¬·³»á ü ïëòë ó ïçòì Ó ¿²²«¿´´§
ìò Þ®·»º´§ ¼»½®·¾» ¿²§ »¨°¿²·±² ±º ¾«·²»» ½«®®»²¬´§ ¼±·²¹ ¾«·²» ©·¬¸·² ¬¸» Í¬¿¬» ±º Ý¿´·º±®²·¿ ¬¸¿¬ ©±«´¼ ®»«´¬ º®±³ ¬¸· ®»¹«´¿¬·±²æ Proposed action
is anticipated to maintain historically average levels of fishing activity that is not expected to induce the expansion of businesses currently
doing business within the State.

Üò ßÔÌÛÎÒßÌ×ÊÛÍ ÌÑ ÌØÛ ÎÛÙËÔßÌ×ÑÒ ×²½´«¼» ½¿´½«´¿¬·±² ¿²¼ ¿«³°¬·±² ·² ¬¸» ®«´»³¿µ·²¹ ®»½±®¼ò Û¬·³¿¬·±² ±º ¬¸» ¼±´´¿® ª¿´«» ±º ¾»²»º·¬ · ²±¬
°»½·º·½¿´´§ ®»¯«·®»¼ ¾§ ®«´»³¿µ·²¹ ´¿©ô ¾«¬ »²½±«®¿¹»¼ò
ïò Ô·¬ ¿´¬»®²¿¬·ª» ½±²·¼»®»¼ ¿²¼ ¼»½®·¾» ¬¸»³ ¾»´±©ò ×º ²± ¿´¬»®²¿¬·ª» ©»®» ½±²·¼»®»¼ô »¨°´¿·² ©¸§ ²±¬æ

Í»» ×²·¬·¿´ Í¬¿¬»³»²¬ ±º Î»¿±² ø×ÍÑÎ÷ º±®

³±®» ¼»¬¿·´ò ß´¬»®²¿¬·ª» ½±²·¼»®»¼æ Ñ°¬·±² ï÷ ß²§ ·¦» Ý¸·²±±µ Í¿´³±²å Ñ°¬·±² î÷ Ô·³·¬»¼ ²«³¾»® ±º ß¼«´¬ Í¿´³±² ¿²¼ Ù®·´» ¬¿µ»å Ñ°¬·±² í÷ Ù®·´» ¬¿µ»
±²´§ò ß´´ ±°¬·±² »¨¬»²¼ ¬¸» ¿´³±² »¿±² ¾§ ¬©± ©»»µ ±² ¬¸» Í¿½®¿³»²¬± Î·ª»® º®±³ ¬¸» Ü»½¸«¬» Î±¿¼ ¾®·¼¹» ¬± ¬¸» Î»¼ Þ´«ºº Ü·ª»®·±² Ü¿³ò
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îò Í«³³¿®·¦» ¬¸» ¬±¬¿´ ¬¿¬»©·¼» ½±¬ ¿²¼ ¾»²»º·¬ º®±³ ¬¸· ®»¹«´¿¬·±² ¿²¼ »¿½¸ ¿´¬»®²¿¬·ª» ½±²·¼»®»¼æ
Î»¹«´¿¬·±²æ

Þ»²»º·¬æ ü

ïçòì Ó

Ý±¬æ ü

0

ß´¬»®²¿¬·ª» ïæ

Þ»²»º·¬æ ü

ïéòë Ó

Ý±¬æ ü

1.9 M

ß´¬»®²¿¬·ª» îæ

Þ»²»º·¬æ ü

ïëòë Ó

Ý±¬æ ü

íòç Ó

íò Þ®·»º´§ ¼·½« ¿²§ ¯«¿²¬·º·½¿¬·±² ·«» ¬¸¿¬ ¿®» ®»´»ª¿²¬ ¬± ¿ ½±³°¿®·±²
±º »¬·³¿¬»¼ ½±¬ ¿²¼ ¾»²»º·¬ º±® ¬¸· ®»¹«´¿¬·±² ±® ¿´¬»®²¿¬·ª»æ

"Regulation" above refers to Option 1 in the ISOR;

"Alternative 1" is Option 2; "Alternative 2" is Option 3. See ISOR, section VII for detail on cost/benefit analysis.
ìò Î«´»³¿µ·²¹ ´¿© ®»¯«·®» ¿¹»²½·» ¬± ½±²·¼»® °»®º±®³¿²½» ¬¿²¼¿®¼ ¿ ¿² ¿´¬»®²¿¬·ª»ô ·º ¿
®»¹«´¿¬·±² ³¿²¼¿¬» ¬¸» «» ±º °»½·º·½ ¬»½¸²±´±¹·» ±® »¯«·°³»²¬ô ±® °®»½®·¾» °»½·º·½
¿½¬·±² ±® °®±½»¼«®»ò É»®» °»®º±®³¿²½» ¬¿²¼¿®¼ ½±²·¼»®»¼ ¬± ´±©»® ½±³°´·¿²½» ½±¬á
Û¨°´¿·²æ

ÇÛÍ

ÒÑ

Fisheries management regulations traditionally involve setting harvest limits, seasons, and gear restrictions.

Ûò ÓßÖÑÎ ÎÛÙËÔßÌ×ÑÒÍ ×²½´«¼» ½¿´½«´¿¬·±² ¿²¼ ¿«³°¬·±² ·² ¬¸» ®«´»³¿µ·²¹ ®»½±®¼ò

California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA) boards, offices and departments are required to
submit the following (per Health and Safety Code section 57005). Otherwise, skip to E4.
ïò É·´´ ¬¸» »¬·³¿¬»¼ ½±¬ ±º ¬¸· ®»¹«´¿¬·±² ¬± Ý¿´·º±®²·¿ ¾«·²» »²¬»®°®·» »¨½»»¼ üïð ³·´´·±²á

ÇÛÍ

ÒÑ

If YES, complete E2. and E3
If NO, skip to E4
îò Þ®·»º´§ ¼»½®·¾» »¿½¸ ¿´¬»®²¿¬·ª»ô ±® ½±³¾·²¿¬·±² ±º ¿´¬»®²¿¬·ª»ô º±® ©¸·½¸ ¿ ½±¬ó»ºº»½¬·ª»²» ¿²¿´§· ©¿ °»®º±®³»¼æ
ß´¬»®²¿¬·ª» ïæ
ß´¬»®²¿¬·ª» îæ
øß¬¬¿½¸ ¿¼¼·¬·±²¿´ °¿¹» º±® ±¬¸»® ¿´¬»®²¿¬·ª»÷

íò Ú±® ¬¸» ®»¹«´¿¬·±²ô ¿²¼ »¿½¸ ¿´¬»®²¿¬·ª» ¶«¬ ¼»½®·¾»¼ô »²¬»® ¬¸» »¬·³¿¬»¼ ¬±¬¿´ ½±¬ ¿²¼ ±ª»®¿´´ ½±¬ó»ºº»½¬·ª»²» ®¿¬·±æ
Î»¹«´¿¬·±²æ

Ì±¬¿´ Ý±¬ ü

Ý±¬ó»ºº»½¬·ª»²» ®¿¬·±æ ü

ß´¬»®²¿¬·ª» ïæ Ì±¬¿´ Ý±¬ ü

Ý±¬ó»ºº»½¬·ª»²» ®¿¬·±æ ü

ß´¬»®²¿¬·ª» îæ Ì±¬¿´ Ý±¬ ü

Ý±¬ó»ºº»½¬·ª»²» ®¿¬·±æ ü

ìò É·´´ ¬¸» ®»¹«´¿¬·±² «¾¶»½¬ ¬± ÑßÔ ®»ª·»© ¸¿ª» ¿² »¬·³¿¬»¼ »½±²±³·½ ·³°¿½¬ ¬± ¾«·²» »²¬»®°®·» ¿²¼ ·²¼·ª·¼«¿´ ´±½¿¬»¼ ·² ±® ¼±·²¹ ¾«·²» ·² Ý¿´·º±®²·¿
»¨½»»¼·²¹ üëð ³·´´·±² ·² ¿²§ ïîó³±²¬¸ °»®·±¼ ¾»¬©»»² ¬¸» ¼¿¬» ¬¸» ³¿¶±® ®»¹«´¿¬·±² · »¬·³¿¬»¼ ¬± ¾» º·´»¼ ©·¬¸ ¬¸» Í»½®»¬¿®§ ±º Í¬¿¬» ¬¸®±«¹¸ïî ³±²¬¸
¿º¬»® ¬¸» ³¿¶±® ®»¹«´¿¬·±² · »¬·³¿¬»¼ ¬± ¾» º«´´§ ·³°´»³»²¬»¼á
ÇÛÍ

ÒÑ

×º ÇÛÍô ¿¹»²½·» ¿®» ®»¯«·®»¼ ¬± «¾³·¬ ¿ Í¬¿²¼¿®¼·¦»¼ Î»¹«´¿¬±®§ ×³°¿½¬ ß»³»²¬ øÍÎ×ß÷ ¿ °»½·º·»¼ ·²
Ù±ª»®²³»²¬ Ý±¼» Í»½¬·±² ïïíìêòíø½÷ ¿²¼ ¬± ·²½´«¼» ¬¸» ÍÎ×ß ·² ¬¸» ×²·¬·¿´ Í¬¿¬»³»²¬ ±º Î»¿±²ò
ëò Þ®·»º´§ ¼»½®·¾» ¬¸» º±´´±©·²¹æ
Ì¸» ·²½®»¿» ±® ¼»½®»¿» ±º ·²ª»¬³»²¬ ·² ¬¸» Í¬¿¬»æ

Ì¸» ·²½»²¬·ª» º±® ·²²±ª¿¬·±² ·² °®±¼«½¬ô ³¿¬»®·¿´ ±® °®±½»»æ

Ì¸» ¾»²»º·¬ ±º ¬¸» ®»¹«´¿¬·±²ô ·²½´«¼·²¹ô ¾«¬ ²±¬ ´·³·¬»¼ ¬±ô ¾»²»º·¬ ¬± ¬¸» ¸»¿´¬¸ô ¿º»¬§ô ¿²¼ ©»´º¿®» ±º Ý¿´·º±®²·¿
®»·¼»²¬ô ©±®µ»® ¿º»¬§ô ¿²¼ ¬¸» ¬¿¬»ù »²ª·®±²³»²¬ ¿²¼ ¯«¿´·¬§ ±º ´·º»ô ¿³±²¹ ¿²§ ±¬¸»® ¾»²»º·¬ ·¼»²¬·º·»¼ ¾§ ¬¸» ¿¹»²½§æ
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ü
¿ò Ú«²¼·²¹ °®±ª·¼»¼ ·²
Þ«¼¹»¬ ß½¬ ±º

±® Ý¸¿°¬»®

ô Í¬¿¬«¬» ±º

¾ò Ú«²¼·²¹ ©·´´ ¾» ®»¯«»¬»¼ ·² ¬¸» Ù±ª»®²±®ù Þ«¼¹»¬ ß½¬ ±º
Ú·½¿´ Ç»¿®æ
îò ß¼¼·¬·±²¿´ »¨°»²¼·¬«®» ·² ¬¸» ½«®®»²¬ Í¬¿¬» Ú·½¿´ Ç»¿® ©¸·½¸ ¿®» ÒÑÌ ®»·³¾«®¿¾´» ¾§ ¬¸» Í¬¿¬»ò øß°°®±¨·³¿¬»÷
øÐ«®«¿²¬ ¬± Í»½¬·±² ê ±º ß®¬·½´» È××× Þ ±º ¬¸» Ý¿´·º±®²·¿ Ý±²¬·¬«¬·±² ¿²¼ Í»½¬·±² ïéëðð »¬ »¯ò ±º ¬¸» Ù±ª»®²³»²¬ Ý±¼»÷ò
ü
Ý¸»½µ ®»¿±²ø÷ ¬¸· ®»¹«´¿¬·±² · ²±¬ ®»·³¾«®¿¾´» ¿²¼ °®±ª·¼» ¬¸» ¿°°®±°®·¿¬» ·²º±®³¿¬·±²æ
¿ò ×³°´»³»²¬ ¬¸» Ú»¼»®¿´ ³¿²¼¿¬» ½±²¬¿·²»¼ ·²
¾ò ×³°´»³»²¬ ¬¸» ½±«®¬ ³¿²¼¿¬» »¬ º±®¬¸ ¾§ ¬¸»

Ý±«®¬ò
ªò

Ý¿» ±ºæ
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±º ¬¸»

Ý±¼»å
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¹ò Ý®»¿¬»ô »´·³·²¿¬»ô ±® ½¸¿²¹» ¬¸» °»²¿´¬§ º±® ¿ ²»© ½®·³» ±® ·²º®¿½¬·±² ½±²¬¿·²»¼ ·²
íò ß²²«¿´ Í¿ª·²¹ò ø¿°°®±¨·³¿¬»÷
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DRAFT DOCUMENT
STD. 399 Addendum
Amend Sections 2.35 and 7.00, and
Subsections (b)(5), (b)(68), (b)(124), and (b)(156.5) of Section 7.50
Title 14, California Code of Regulations
Re: Central Valley Sport Fishing Regulations
Economic Impact Statement
The proposed regulatory amendments of subsections (b)(5), (b)(68), (b)(124), and
(b)(156.5) of Section 7.50 under consideration will set the 2020 sport fishing
regulations for Sacramento River fall-run Chinook Salmon (SRFC) in the
American, Feather, Mokelumne, and Sacramento rivers, respectively, for
consistency with the Pacific Fishery Mangement Council (PFMC) in-river harvest
projections. Collectively, these four rivers constitute the “Central Valley fishery” for
SRFC for the purposes of this document. Three regulatory options are provided for
the Fish and Game Commission’s (Commission) consideration.


Option 1 would allow anglers to take any size Chinook Salmon up to the
daily bag limit [0-4] and possession limit [0-12] (most liberal option).



Option 2 would allow for take of a limited number of adult Chinook Salmon,
with grilse Chinook Salmon making up the remainder of the daily bag limit
[0-4] and possession limit [0-12].



Option 3 is the most conservative option and allows for take of only grilse
Chinook Salmon up to the daily bag limit [0-4] and possession limit [0-12].
Take of adult Chinook Salmon would not be allowed.

All three options will also include the following additional proposed regulatory
changes:


Increase fishing opportunities on Chinook Salmon by extending the Chinook
Salmon sport fishing season on the Sacramento River from the Deschutes
Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam from a closure date of
December 16 to a closure date of December 31.



Remove the exception for take and incidentally hooked Coho Salmon in
Lake Oroville and Oroville-Thermalito Complex, and the Feather River from
the Diversion Pool Dam to the Fish Barrier Dam.



Differentiate flood control weirs in the Central Valley from other types of
weirs and include a fishing closure of 0-250 feet downstream from the
overflow side of Moulton, Tisdale, Fremont, and Sacramento weirs.
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The Commission does not anticipate that any of the proposed options would
induce substantial impacts on the creation of new business or the elimination of
existing businesses, because the proposed changes to the regulations are unlikely
to be substantial enough to stimulate the creation of new businesses or cause the
elimination of existing businesses. The additional two weeks of fishing opportunity
on the Sacramento River from the Deschutes Road bridge to the Red Bluff
Diversion Dam, and opportunities to fish for grilse Chinook Salmon and other
species are expected to help sustain the number of fishing trips and the level of
economic stimulus within historical averages.
Section A
Question 6. Number of jobs created and eliminated.
The Commission does not anticipate that any of the proposed options would
induce substantial impacts on the creation or elimination of jobs. For Option 1, no
change in job creation or elimination is anticipated. Option 2 and Option 3 have the
potential to result in fewer angler visits, and absent substitution toward other
sportfish and/or activities in the affected areas, the reduction in angler spending
could reduce the support for up to an estimated 27 jobs statewide (refer to Section
C, question 3 below). These job impacts are statewide, and may be moderated by
the additional two weeks of fishing opportunity on the Sacramento River from the
Deschutes Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam, and by opportunities to
fish for grilse Chinook Salmon and other species.
Section B
Question 1. What are the total statewide dollar costs that businesses and
individuals may incur to comply with this regulation over its lifetime?
$0. The regulations under consideration seek to maintain SRFC fishing
opportunities with no new compliance costs. The proposed bag and possession
limits, river areas and season lengths do not prescribe any particular equipment or
methods.
Section C
Question 1. Briefly summarize the benefits of the regulation.
It is the policy of this State to encourage the conservation, maintenance, and
utilization of the living resources of the ocean and other waters under the
jurisdiction and influence of the State for the benefit of all the citizens of the State
and to promote the development of local fisheries and distant water fisheries
based in California in harmony with international law, respecting fishing and the
conservation of the living resources of the ocean and other waters under the
jurisdiction and influence of the State. The objectives of this policy include, but are
not limited to, the maintenance of sufficient populations of all species of aquatic
organisms to ensure their continued existence, and the maintenance of a sufficient
2

resource to support a reasonable sport use. Adoption of scientifically-based SRFC
bag and possession limits provides for the maintenance of sufficient populations of
Chinook Salmon to ensure their continued existence.
The benefits of the proposed regulations are consistency with federal fishery
management goals, sustainable management of the SRFC fishery, general health
and welfare of California residents, and promotion of businesses that rely on sport
fishing in the Central Valley.
Section C
Question 3. What are the total statewide benefits from this regulation over its
lifetime?
$15.5 - 19.4 M in total impact annually. This is the average historical range of total
economic impact of the fishery with multipliers for indirect and induced impacts
applied to the direct impact. This action is expected to sustain fishery activity within
the range of historically typical seasons. The potential difference between an
average season and the options under consideration range from $1.9 - $3.9 M as
shown in Table 1.
A normal season for the Central Valley fishery experiences an average of 179,550
sport salmon angler days in which anglers spend an average of $83 -114 per day
contributing a total of $13.8 M (2019$) in direct expenditures to California
businesses. This expenditure is received by area businesses that spend a share
on inputs and payroll. As employees receive income, their household spending
again circulates in the local economy and statewide. These multiplier effects result
in an estimated total economic impact of $19.4 M (2019$), and up to 136 jobs.
The regional and statewide economic impacts factor into the effort to balance the
maintenance of the recreational fishery with resource preservation, while
complying with PFMC recommendations. The potential economic impacts that may
result from each in-river harvest projection as specified in Option 1, Option 2, and
Option 3 are evaluated in terms of each scenario’s probable impact on the number
of angler days, and thus area spending.
Table 1. Central Valley Fishery Economic Impacts (2019$)
Regulation
Angler Days
Angler Expenditures
Total Econ Impact
Jobs
Option 1
179,550
$ 13,801,889
$ 19,407,577
136
Option 2
161,595
$ 12,421,700
$ 17,466,819
122
Option 3
143,640
$ 11,041,511
$ 15,526,062
109
Difference
Angler Day Loss
Expenditure Loss
Total Impact Loss
Job Loss
Option 1
0
$ $ 0
Option 2
17,955
$ 1,380,189
$ 1,940,758
14
Option 3
35,910
$ 2,760,378
$ 3,881,515
27
Sources: California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Fisheries Branch economic analysis;
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2016 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-
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Associated Recreation; dollar figures adjusted for inflation with Implicit Price Deflator for
Personal Consumption Expenditures, Bureau of Economic Analysis.

Historical correlations between catch limits and fishery participation levels suggest
that Option 1 could enable a historically typical number of angler days for the 2020
Chinook Salmon season on the American, Feather, Mokelumne, and Sacramento
rivers. Option 2 may result in declines in angler days of 17,955 below a typical
year. Option 3 may result in larger declines, or an estimated 35,910 fewer angler
days.
For all options, the proposed extension of the season end date for a portion of the
Sacramento River would extend the period of angler regional economic contributions.
Additionally, anglers may pursue other in-river sport fish aside from Chinook salmon,
such as steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss), striped bass (Morone saxatilis), largemouth
bass (Micropterus salmoides), sturgeon (Acipenser transmontanus) and catfish
(Ictalurus spp.), that may mitigate any adverse impacts from any reductions in salmon
fishing. In sum, the options presented to the Commission were conceived with the goal
of enabling levels of recreational SRFC fishing in the range of historical averages, and
thus should not be a source of significant adverse economic impacts.
Section C
Question 4. Briefly describe any expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the State of California that would result from this regulation.
The Commission does not anticipate that any of the proposed options would
induce substantial impacts on the expansion of businesses currently doing
business within the state. The proposed regulations are not anticipated to increase
demand for services or products from the existing businesses that serve inland
sport anglers. The number of fishing trips and angler economic contributions are
expected to remain within the range of historical averages.
Section D
Question 1. Alternatives to the Regulation
The “Regulation” is specified in the Initial Statement of Reasons (ISOR) as Option 1,
which would allow anglers to take any size Chinook salmon up to the daily bag limit [04] and possession limit [0-12] (most liberal option).
Alternative 1 is specified in the ISOR as Option 2, which would allow for take of a
limited number of adult Chinook Salmon, with grilse Chinook Salmon making up the
remainder of the daily bag limit [0-4] and possession limit [0-12].
Alternative 2 is specified in the ISOR as Option 3, which is the most conservative
option and allows for take of only grilse Chinook Salmon up to the daily bag limit [0-4]
and possession limit [0-12]. Take of adult Chinook Salmon would not be allowed.
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All three options will also include the following additional proposed regulatory
changes:


Increase fishing opportunities on Chinook Salmon by extending the Chinook
Salmon sport fishing season on the Sacramento River from the Deschutes
Road bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam from a closure date of
December 16 to a closure date of December 31.



Remove the exception for take and incidentally hooked Coho Salmon in
Lake Oroville and Oroville-Thermalito Complex, and the Feather River from
the Diversion Pool Dam to the Fish Barrier Dam.



Differentiate flood control weirs in the Central Valley from other types of
weirs and include a fishing closure of 0-250 feet downstream from the
overflow side of Moulton, Tisdale, Fremont, and Sacramento weirs.
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2020 Central Valley
Sport Fishing Regulations

Fish and Game Commission Meeting
December 11, 2019
Kevin Shaffer, Chief
Fisheries Branch

2019 Central Valley
Sport Fishing Regulations
• Lower American River
– 2 fish daily bag / 4 fish possession limit

• Feather River
– 2 fish daily bag / 4 fish possession limit

• Sacramento River
– 2 fish daily bag / 4 fish possession limit

• Mokelumne River
– 2 fish daily bag / 4 fish possession limit

Increased
Fishing Opportunities
• Feather River
– extended the salmon fishing season by two
weeks between the Thermalito Afterbay
Outfall and the Live Oak boat ramp

• Mokelumne River
– extended the salmon and hatchery steelhead
fishing season on approximately ten miles of
river between the Highway 99 Bridge and
Elliott Road

2020 Regulatory Options
• Option 1 – Any size Chinook Salmon fishery
– allow harvest of up to [0-4] salmon any size per
day

• Option 2 – Limited adult and grilse Chinook
Salmon fishery
– allow harvest of a limited number of adult
salmon, with grilse salmon making up the
remainder of the daily bag and possession
limits

• Option 3 - Grilse-only Chinook Salmon fishery
– allow for a grilse-only salmon fishery

Range of Possible
Bag and Possession Limits
• Lower American River
– Bag limit: 0-4 fish; Possession limit: 0-12 fish

• Feather River
– Bag limit: 0-4 fish; Possession limit: 0-12 fish

• Mokelumne River
– Bag limit: 0-4 fish; Possession limit: 0-12 fish

• Sacramento River
– Bag limit: 0-4 fish; Possession limit: 0-12 fish

Other Changes
• Extend salmon fishing season on the
Sacramento River between Deschutes Rd
Bridge and Red Bluff Diversion Dam from
December 16 to December 31
• Remove outdated regulations pertaining to
take of Coho Salmon on the Feather River
• Prohibit fishing at concrete flood control
weirs to protect state and federally listed
species

From: Richard Hawkins <richardh@buenavistatribe.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 01:27 PM
To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov>
Cc: Mike DeSpain <mike@buenavistatribe.com>
Subject: Central Valley Sport Fishing Chinook Salmon regulations amendment proposal

November 26, 2019
Melissa Miller‐Henson
Executive Director
California Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244‐2090
Dear Ms. Miller‐Henson,
Thank you for the notification dated November 6, 2019 regarding proposed Central Valley sport fishing
regulations amendments.
Based upon review of current sport fishing regulations and the proposed changes, it is the recommendation of
the Buena Vista Rancheria that Option 2 be adopted
as equitable to California fisherman and to maintenance of the Chinook salmon fishery within the north state.
Respectfully,
Richard Hawkins
THPO Coordinator
Buena Vista Rancheria
1418 20th Street
Sacramento, CA 95811
richardh@buenavistatribe.com

