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19. MALIBU OYSTER COMPANY STATE WATER BOTTOM LEASE – PUBLIC INTEREST 

Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 

Determine whether a new state water bottom lease applied for by Malibu Oyster Company 
offshore Malibu would be in the public interest. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions  

 Receive new lease application 

 Today’s potential public interest finding 

 Consider approving lease 

Jun 12-13, 2019; Redding 

Oct 9-10, 2019; Valley Center 

TBD 

Background 

FGC has the authority to lease state water bottoms to any person for aquaculture (Section 
15400, Fish and Game Code). Requirements for new lease applications and their consideration 
by FGC are specified in Section 15403 et seq. of the Fish and Game Code.  

New Lease Application 

At its Jun 2019 meeting, FGC received an application from J.P. Garofalo and Nick Mercer of 
Malibu Oyster Company (the applicant) to lease a new area covering 100 acres of state water 
bottom off the Malibu coast. As detailed in the lease application, the proposed lease area is 
located approximately one-half to one mile offshore from Malibu Pier in Malibu and its proposed 
siting was selected by the applicant to avoid commercial shipping lanes, marine protected areas, 
California halibut trawl grounds, areas of special biological significance, and leasable kelp beds, 
to avoid competing uses (Exhibit 1).  

The potential lease site would be used to culture shellfish and certain seaweed species. The 
applicant proposes to culture seven species, of which the final four have not yet been 
commercially cultivated in California state waters: Pacific oyster, Olympia oyster, Kumamoto 
oyster, giant rock scallop, red sea urchin, giant kelp, and sugar kelp.  

Public Interest Determination 

Fish and Game Code sections 15400(a) and 15404 require that, prior to considering a new lease 
application, FGC must find that the lease area applied for is available (i.e., not otherwise leased 
or encumbered for other uses) and that the lease would be in the public interest.  

To assist FGC in determining if the lease would be in the public interest, DFW has completed a 
review of the application, has consulted with the California State Lands Commission to 
determine that the area applied for is available, and has considered other potential uses for the 
area in its review. DFW’s analysis and findings are provided in Exhibit 2. 

Should FGC find that the lease would be in the public interest, staff will publish notice that FGC 
is considering the lease as prescribed in Fish and Game Code Section 15404, DFW will initiate 
tribal outreach and interagency coordination, and environmental review will be conducted by the 
applicant prior to final FGC consideration of the lease application and public input (Exhibit 2). 
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Significant Public Comments  

1. A local restaurant seafood distributor submitted a letter in support of the applicant and
its application for a state water bottom lease, citing that the applicant will increase
opportunity for access to locally raised products for distribution (Exhibit 4).

2. A commenter expressed concern that the proposed lease area is sited within Malibu’s
swell corridor, which is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, and thus poses
an incompatible use, is not in the public interest, and should not be considered in the
proposed area. Commenter offers to work with the applicant to find an alternative
location (Exhibit 4).

Recommendation  

FGC staff: Approve DFW’s recommendation and direct staff to ensure that concerns expressed 
over the siting of the lease area are explored through the CEQA and public review processes. 

DFW: Based on the reasons identified within Exhibit 2, find that the area of the proposed new 
state water bottom lease for shellfish and seaweed aquaculture is available for leasing and that 
the lease would be in the public interest; and proceed with the next steps in public notice, tribal 
outreach, interagency coordination, and environmental review. 

Exhibits 

1. Malibu Oyster Company application for new lease, received Apr 22, 2019

2. DFW memo, received Sep 16, 2019

3. Email from Randy Lovell, transmitting comment letter dated Aug 2, 2019 from Michael 
King, King Seafood Company, as attachment, received Sep 10, 2019

4. Email from Michael Blum, Sea of Clouds, with attachment, received Sep 26, 2019

Motion/Direction  

Moved by_______________and seconded by _______________that the Commission finds the 
state water bottom lease area applied for by Malibu Oyster Company, for the purposes of 
shellfish and seaweed aquaculture, is available for lease, and that the lease would be in the 
public interest. Further, the Commission directs staff to initiate public notice pursuant to Section 
15404 of the Fish and Game Code, and schedule for consideration the lease application 
following tribal outreach and interagency review, and environmental review conducted by the 
applicant.  

OR 

Moved by_______________and seconded by _______________that the Commission finds the 
state water bottom lease area applied for by Malibu Oyster Company, for the purposes of 
shellfish and seaweed aquaculture, is available for lease but leasing the area is not in the public 
interest.  







































State of California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 

M e m o r a n d u m 

Date: Sept 16, 2019 

To: Melissa Miller-Henson 
Executive Director 
Fish and Wildlife Commission 

From: Charlton H. Bonham 
Director 

Subject: Request to consider the new state water bottom lease application received 
from J.P Garofalo and Nick Mercer, doing business as Malibu Oyster 
Company, for an approximately 100-acre parcel in offshore waters near 
Malibu, CA.  

The Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) requests that pursuant to Fish 
and Game Code § 15404, the Fish and Game Commission (Commission) finds 
that the area of the proposed new state water bottom lease for shellfish 
aquaculture, received from J.P. Garofalo and Nick Mercer, doing business as 
Malibu Oyster Company (MOC), is available, finds that the lease would be in the 
public interest, and direct staff to proceed with next steps in preparation for 
consideration of the lease (including the posting of public notices, tribal outreach, 
environmental review, and interagency coordination). 

Background 
The Commission received an application for a new state water bottom lease for 
shellfish and seaweed aquaculture at its June 12-13, 2019 meeting under Public 
Comment. The applicant proposes to establish a commercial offshore bivalve 
shellfish and seaweed aquaculture operation with Pacific oysters (Crassostrea 
gigas) and Sugar kelp (Laminaria saccharina) being the primary products. The 
proposed lease area is approximately 100 acres located about one-half mile 
offshore from Malibu Pier (Malibu, CA). The cultivation gear proposed would 
consist of a submerged longline system, with attached floating cages for the 
shellfish and directly seeded longlines for the seaweed. Harvested product would 
be landed at Marina del Rey Harbor. 

Public Resources Code declares it in the public interest to expand aquaculture 
activity1, as does Fish and Game Code in statutory policy that, among other 
things, encourages the development of commercial aquaculture2. These policies 
apply in a broader sense, but the public interest consideration may be further 
informed by site-specific considerations that may be immediately apparent, such 
as previous encumbrances of the location by other leases issued or recorded by 
the State Lands Commission, or prohibitions on sanitary or public health grounds 

1 The Aquaculture Development Act (Pub. Resources Code, § 826.). 
2 Fish & G. Code, § 1700.  

Received September 17, 2019
Original signed copy on file.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=1.&title=&part=&chapter=4.&article=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&division=2.&title=&part=&chapter=7.&article=
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as managed by the Department of Public Health. The public hearing and CEQA 
processes of the Commission are meant to provide for more in-depth 
environmental considerations and stakeholder input before approving new leases, 
so support for recommending this ‘public interest’ determination should take the 
form of preliminary site-specific considerations.  

 

Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 237(b)(3), 
Department staff requested certification from the California State Lands 
Commission (SLC) that the state water bottom area proposed by Malibu Oyster 
Company is unencumbered. In a letter dated July 16, 2019 (Ref # 1217) 
certification was received from SLC affirming the absence of conflicting leases 
within the proposed aquaculture area. 
 
In addition, preliminary evaluation of recreational and commercial fishing data did 
not immediately indicate the proposed project conflicts with these uses.  
 

The applicants have also been coordinating with the CA Department of Public 
Health (CDPH) to determine whether their proposed site will likely achieve 
certification as a growing area from a public health perspective. A proposed site 
Sanitary Survey and certification will be conducted once the applicant has 
standing with a Commission-approved state water bottom lease. CDPH 
preliminary review has provided no indication to preclude further consideration of 
the proposed site in advance of a complete Sanitary Survey.  
 
Coastal Commission staff has pointed out the potential for perceived conflict with 
a nearby designated surfing reserve (Malibu World Surfing Reserve). The 
attached map reflects the approximate relative locations of the reserve and 
proposed lease site, separated by approximately 1600 feet beyond the outermost 
boundary of the reserve (which itself extends about 1640 feet from shore).  

 

In addition, the proposed project is larger-scale and has numerous novel 
components, which should be carefully evaluated through the CEQA process. The 
proposed lease size of 100 acres is larger than any offshore aquaculture facility 
currently operating in California state waters. Potentially significant site-specific 
impacts to habitat and species of concern (e.g., marine mammal entanglement) of 
this proposal should be evaluated. In addition, four of the seven species proposed 
for culture have not yet been commercially cultivated in California state waters. 
The resource implications of commercially cultivating novel species, including 
Sugar kelp (Laminaria saccharina), Giant rock scallop (Crassadoma gigantea), 
Giant kelp (Macrocystis pyrifera), and Red sea urchin (Mesocentrotus 
franciscanus) should be carefully evaluated. Similarly, the applicants propose to 
cultivate shellfish and kelp species using methods that have not yet been 
employed in the offshore environment of California state waters. The potential 
impact of these types of novel methods to marine resources should be assessed. 
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Future Commission hearings and the CEQA environmental review and disclosure 
processes will provide additional opportunity for applicant and stakeholder input 
regarding this proposed new operation and potential further siting refinements. 
 
Based on these initial evaluations, the Department recommends the Malibu 
Oyster Company application is in the public interest, and seeks Commission 
direction to proceed with next steps in preparation for consideration of the lease, 
including the posting of public notices, tribal outreach, environmental review, and 
interagency coordination. 

 
Please direct further questions to Randy Lovell, State Aquaculture Coordinator at 
(916) 445-2008 or aquaculturecoord@wildlife.ca.gov. 
 
Attachment  
 
ec:  Stafford Lehr, Deputy Director 
 Wildlife and Fisheries Division 
 Stafford.Lehr@Wildlife.ca.gov  
 
 Craig Shuman, D. Env. Regional Manager 
 Marine Region 
 Craig.Shuman@Wildlife.ca.gov  
 
 Randy Lovell, State Aquaculture Coordinator 
 Wildlife and Fisheries Division 
 Randy.Lovell@Wildlife.ca.gov  
 
 Kirsten Ramey, Program Manager 
 Marine Region 
 Kirsten.Ramey@Wildlife.ca.gov  

mailto:aquaculturecoord@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Stafford.Lehr@Wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Craig.Shuman@Wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Randy.Lovell@Wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Kirsten.Ramey@Wildlife.ca.gov


   

 
 

 

 

 
  

   

 
 

 

 
 

   

   

 
     

 
   

 

Subject: FW: Malibu Oyster Co. FGC App - Additional Letter of Support 
Attachments: Malibu Oyster Company Letter of Support.pdf 

From: Lovell, Randy@Wildlife <Randy.Lovell@wildlife.ca.gov>  

Sent: Tuesday, September 10, 2019 5:22 PM 

To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov>; Pope, Elizabeth@FGC <elizabeth.pope@fgc.ca.gov>
 
Cc: Nick Mercer  ; Laoyan, Renee@Wildlife <Renee.Laoyan@wildlife.ca.gov>; J.P. Garofalo 



 
Subject: RE: Malibu Oyster Co. FGC App ‐ Additional Letter of Support 


Hi Elizabeth -

Please include this additional comment letter in the Oct binder under Malibu Oyster Co’s lease application item. 

Thank you, 

Randy. 

RANDY LOVELL 
STATE AQUACULTURE COORDINATOR 
CA DEPT FISH & WILDLIFE 
SACRAMENTO CA 
916-445-2008 
RANDY.LOVELL@WILDLIFE.CA.GOV 
WWW.AQUACULTUREMATTERS.CA.GOV 

From: J.P. Garofalo  
Sent: Monday, September 09, 2019 10:55 PM 
To: Lovell, Randy@Wildlife <Randy.Lovell@wildlife.ca.gov> 
Cc: Nick Mercer  ; Laoyan, Renee@Wildlife <Renee.Laoyan@wildlife.ca.gov> 
Subject: Malibu Oyster Co. FGC App ‐ Additional Letter of Support 

Hi Randy, 


I hope all is well and you had a great summer. Hard to believe it's already September!
 

With the October Commission meeting 1 month away, we wanted to provide an official additional letter of support we 

received from Michael King at King's Seafood. Could you please include this in the application as well? Is there anything 

else we need to do to get on the agenda at this juncture? Pleas let us know when you get a moment. Thanks and looking 

forward to connecting with you soon.
 

Sincerely, 


JP & Nick
 
Malibu Oyster Co. 
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Subject: FW: AGENDA #19: MALIBU OYSTER COMPANY APPLICATION FOR STATE WATER BOTTOM LEASE 
Attachments: Malibu Historic District - map.pdf; SeaOfClouds - FGC Agenda 19 - 20190926.pdf 

From: Michael Blum <theseaofcloudsproject@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2019 04:34 PM 

To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov> 

Subject: AGENDA #19: MALIBU OYSTER COMPANY APPLICATION FOR STATE WATER BOTTOM LEASE
 

Dear President Sklar, 

Good day. Attached please find our comment letter on Agenda #19 of the 
upcoming Calif. Fish and Game Commission meeting: Malibu Oyster 
Company Application for State Water Bottom Lease. 

Also, please find attached a map of the nearby Malibu Historic 
District, a listing in the National Register of Historic Places, which 
recognizes the area's worldwide contributions to the sport of surfing. 

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. I'm available at 
your convenience to respond to any questions. 

Regards, 
Michael Blum 
Executive Director 
Sea of Clouds 

1 
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September 26, 2019 

 

California Fish and Game Commission  

ATTN: Erik Sklar, President 

P.O. Box 944209 

Sacramento, California 94244-2090 

SENT VIA EMAIL 

 

RE: AGENDA #19: MALIBU OYSTER COMPANY APPLICATION FOR STATE WATER BOTTOM 

LEASE  

 

Dear President Sklar, 

 
We are a multi-disciplinary nonprofit practice engaged in 

recognizing and protecting America’s special coastal places. A recent 

project (2018) listed the iconic Malibu surfing area (designated as the 

Malibu Historic District; generally Malibu Pier, Malibu Surfrider Beach, 

Malibu Lagoon, and the area’s three famous surf breaks) in the National 

Register of Historic Places, recognizing its significant worldwide 

contributions to the sport.[1] This is the first National Register 

listing centered on surfing history; fitting of Malibu’s significant 

recreational value. 

 
As Mr. Skylar Peak, a current City of Malibu Councilmember and 

former Mayor, said of Malibu’s importance: 

 
“[Malibu] has long been a destination for beach goers and 

surfers alike while acting as the catalyst destination for 

the Southern California surfing community in shaping its 

surf and beach culture seen on the worldwide stage. This 

beautiful beach and cobble point-break with the back drop 

of the Malibu Pier creates a perfect wave when the south 

swell is up and hosts millions of visitors on an annual 

basis. The district honors a generation who created surfing 

history here and whose legacy you see today surfing at 

First Point. I'm excited to celebrate the listing with our 

residents, other Angelenos, and the world community of 

surfing, Aloha!" [2] 

 
It is within this context that we express concern whether the 

application before your commission for a 100-acre aquaculture facility 

sited 1 mile offshore is in the public interest. Malibu’s surfable waves 

constitutively depend upon uninterrupted wave energy passing through the 



Page 2 

proposed facility site as it approaches the shore. These “swell 

corridors” -- offshore regions where ocean swells travel (sometimes over 

great distance) and eventually transform into surfable waves -- are 

recognized elsewhere in coastal zone management policy. [3] We urge you 

to consider Malibu’s characteristic swell corridor in your application 

review. We contend that the proposed facility, sited within the Malibu 

swell corridor and so close to the area which has otherwise been 

protected, is an incompatible use. We also register some concern that 

materials dislodged from the facility may represent a hazard to surfers 

at Malibu, one of Los Angeles’ most crowded beaches.

In our comments below, we provide an overview of wave forecasting, 

Malibu’s surfing geography, and how swell corridors are considered in New 

Zealand coastal policy. Finally, we provide an appendix listing Malibu’s 

surfing honors and designations demonstrating its significant 

recreational value. 

WAVE FORECASTING

With its pronounced south-facing exposure, Malibu usually receives 

surfable waves during the spring through fall months either from storms 

formed in the southern Pacific basin or from equatorial hurricane 

(cyclonic) activity. Waves at Malibu are almost always smaller than 

north-facing California beaches that receive greater intensity, 

wintertime, storm swells. Additionally, Malibu generally receives less 

swell energy than other, more exposed, areas in Southern California due 

to “shadowing” from offshore islands, i.e., large, geologic features that 

dissipate wave energy before reaching the coast. At Malibu, the primary 

swell corridors through which wave energy passes uninterrupted are from 

a) the south to southwest (170-205 degrees) and b) from the southwest to

west-southwest (225-260 degrees). Between 200-225 degrees, shadowing 

occurs from the offshore San Nicholas and Santa Barbara Islands, from the 

south-southwest (190-200 degrees) from the Cortes Bank, and from less 

than 175 degrees the Santa Catalina and San Clemente Islands.[4]

WAVE FORMATION

Surfing is site-specific; coastal and nearshore physical features 

determine specific wave typologies. Coral reefs, submarine canyons, and 

nearshore sandbars are features associated with specific types of surf 

breaks and a range of surfable wave heights. Point break surfing areas are 

a wave type influenced by river or creek outflows. Incoming wave energy 

focuses around a point of land and refracts (bathymetric defocusing) as 

it breaks toward a cove. Although defocused wave energy at a point break 

reduces overall wave size, it produces long and well-formed waves. 

Malibu, like several of California’s premier surfing areas, is a point 

break. While the contribution of nearby Malibu Creek’s material outflow 

to Malibu’s wave quality is not exactly known, the consensus is that the 

nearshore cobblestone reef and seasonal sand nourishment of Malibu 

through Malibu Lagoon are important components. To a lesser extent, 
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material transport into Malibu also occurs parallel to shore, part of a 

closed, larger-scale conveyance known as a littoral cell. Malibu is part 

of the Santa Monica Littoral Cell, extending from Point Dume in the City 

of Malibu southward to the Palos Verdes peninsula. Estimated annual 

sediment drift rates for the Santa Monica Littoral Cell vary between 5.3 

and 10.6 million cubic feet.[5]  

 
SURFING AT MALIBU 

Surfing is an interaction between incoming wave energy and a specific, 

complex, biophysical environment. Like many forms of outdoor recreation, 

surfing is site-specific -- possessing an identifiable combination of 

quality and character. Different surfing styles or performance standards 

are associated with specific surf breaks. Surfing is also site-dependent, 

requiring an explicit, and often contested, set of coastal resources. 

Site-specific and site-dependent surfing resources incorporate a) beaches 

and nearshore areas where waves collapse—or “break”—in shallow water and 

in consistent patterns as to support surfing, b) larger surfing areas—as a 

complex of proximate surf breaks, and c) other physical and associative 

features that collectively make a site unique. The long, well-formed, and 

consistent waves of Malibu are characteristic of surfing point breaks and 

make it, along with its associative features, one of the world’s most 

recognizable surfing areas. To recognize its importance as a high-quality 

surfing area, Malibu is the only beach in Los Angeles County designated as 

“no swimming,” i.e., surfing only.[6] There are three surf breaks that 

form the Malibu surfing area. 

 
SWELL CORRIDORS 

Swell corridors are offshore areas through which wave energy travels 

and transforms into surfable waves.[7] They are constitutive parts of a 

surfing resource, describing not where surfing waves originate but where 

wave energy travels through ultimately to a surfing site. The 2010 New 

Zealand Coastal Policy Statement (NZCPS) -- the national policy which 

guides local authorities in day-to-day management of the coastal 

environment recognizes both: a) surf breaks of national significance, and 

b) swell corridors requiring protection. New Zealand resource managers 

have considered a portfolio of offshore projects, including: energy 

infrastructure, dredge spoil disposal, and aquaculture for their effects 

on swell corridors. Stevens et al. (2008) demonstrate effects of long 

line shellfish aquaculture on swell corridor wave energy; effects depend 

upon wave period, proximity to the shoreline, and facility scale.[8]  

 
We repeat our contention that the proposed facility, sited within 

the Malibu swell corridor and so close to an area which has otherwise 

been protected, is an incompatible use. Coastal recreation resources, 

including surfing resources, are public goods to be recognized, 

celebrated, properly managed, and protected. Protecting Malibu, an 

exceptional surfing resource of international renown, is in the public 
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interest and should be included in your review of the application. More 

generally, it is likely more important for resource managers to consider 

avoiding harmful or negative effects on surf breaks as it is to consider 

mitigation or post-facto remediation, since the latter efforts have 

proven to be difficult, impractical, and/or largely unsuccessful. 

 

We recognize and appreciate that this is a preliminary review of the 

proposed facility. Still, we do not believe the facility should be 

considered for this location. We recommend that you require applicants to 

find an alternative facility site. We applaud the applicants for their 

commitment to sustainably grown, locally-harvested shellfish and we 

support their interest in developing such facilities within Santa Monica 

Bay. We welcome the opportunity to work with applicants and other 

interested parties to find a suitable, alternative site location.    

 
Thank you for your consideration and your work to preserve 

California’s wildlife heritage. I’m available at your convenience to 

respond to any questions. 
 

 Kind regards, 

 

 Michael Blum 

 Executive Director 

 

 Attachment 

 

---------------------- 

1. NRHP Ref No. 100002022. 

 

2. Sea of Clouds, 2018. Iconic Malibu Surfing Area Added to National Register of 

Historic Places 

<seaofclouds.org/resources/news/20180202-malibu-historic-district.html> (accessed 

9/25/2019) 

 

3. New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement (2010) - a national policy guiding local 

authorities in the management of the coastal environment. <doc.govt.nz/about-

us/science-publications/conservation-publications/marine-and-coastal/new-zealand-

coastal-policy-statement/new-zealand-coastal-policy-statement-2010/> 

 

4. Sean Collins, “The Mechanics of Malibu,” Surfline.com, accessed November 1, 2015. 

http://www.surfline.com/surf-news/malibu-surf-mechanics_55498. 

 

5. Kiki Patsch and Gary Giggs, Development of Sand Budgets for California’s Major 

Littoral Cells (University of California Santa Cruz, January 2007). 

 

6. Los Angeles, California, County Code § 17.12.510. 

 

http://seaofclouds.org/resources/news/20180202-malibu-historic-district.html
https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/science-publications/conservation-publications/marine-and-coastal/new-zealand-coastal-policy-statement/new-zealand-coastal-policy-statement-2010/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/science-publications/conservation-publications/marine-and-coastal/new-zealand-coastal-policy-statement/new-zealand-coastal-policy-statement-2010/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/science-publications/conservation-publications/marine-and-coastal/new-zealand-coastal-policy-statement/new-zealand-coastal-policy-statement-2010/
http://www.surfline.com/surf-news/malibu-surf-mechanics_55498


 
 
 

 

 

Page 5 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7. See the Aukland, NZ swell corridor visualization tool at 

<dumpark.com/swellCorridor/> 

 

8. Stevens, C., D. Plew, N. Hartstein and D. Fredriksson, 2008. The Physics of Open-

Water Shellfish Aquaculture. Aquacultural Engineering, 38(3): 145-160. 

 

  

http://www.dumpark.com/swellCorridor/
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APPENDIX A.1 - MALIBU’S SURFING DESIGNATIONS / RECOGNITIONS 

 
. World Surfing Reserve (2010)  
<savethewaves.org/programs/world-surfing-reserves/reserves/malibu/> (accessed 

9/25/2019) 

 
. National Register of Historic Places (2018)  
<nps.gov/places/malibu-historic-district.htm> (accessed 9/25/2019) 

 
. Referenced in state bill (AB 1782) establishing surfing as California's 

official state sport  
<leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1782> 

(accessed 9/25/2019) 

 
. Rated up to "9" on 10-point scale of wave quality by Surfline / 

Wavetrak "Perfect-O-Meter"  
<surfline.com/surfdata/report_breakdata.cfm?id=4209&sef=true> (accessed 

9/25/2019) 

 
. Site of professional surfing competitions, including: (Surf Relik 

(2019, 2018); Rip Curl Pro (2006); Body Glove Hawaiian  Airlines Pro 

(1995); Oxbow World Longboard Championships (1994); Acura Integra Malibu 

Pro (1993); Sunkist U.S. Pro (1979); U.S. Pro Invitational (1981); Hang 

Ten Women's International Pro Surfing Championships (1975))   

 
. Site of annual club-level surfing competitions, such as the Malibu 

Surfing Association's MSA Classic Invitational 
 

APPENDIX A.2 - MALIBU FIRSTS 

. In surfing, longboards are referred to as “Mals” — short for “Malibu 

board” — by Australian and UK surfers.[1] Similarly, longboard-based 

surfing clubs in Australia and the UK are named “Malibu Clubs”, e.g., 

Noosa Malibu Club (Queensland, AU) 

. Malibu Surfrider Beach is the only beach in Los Angeles County to be 

designated “no swimming,” i.e., surfing only.[2] 

. Malibu has been featured in over 100 surfing films, including: The 

Endless Summer (1966), Cosmic Children (1970), Legends of Malibu (1987), 

The Seedling (1999), One California Day (2007), and Mind Over Malibu 

(2012)[3] 

. In 1984, a group of area surfers founded the Surfrider Foundation in 

response to Malibu Point’s longstanding water quality impairments. Today, 

Surfrider Foundation is the surfing community’s largest environmental 

https://www.savethewaves.org/programs/world-surfing-reserves/reserves/malibu/
https://www.nps.gov/places/malibu-historic-district.htm
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1782
http://www.surfline.com/surfdata/report_breakdata.cfm?id=4209&sef=true
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nonprofit, maintaining over 250,000 members across 84 chapters in the 

United States and with affiliates in over 20 countries worldwide.[4] 

 

APPENDIX A.3 - MALIBU ON ‘BEST OF’ SURFING LISTS (accessed 9/16/2019) 

 
. 8 Best Surf Spots in Southern California, Wavehuggers.com 

<wavehuggers.com/general/10-best-surf-spots-southern-california> 

 
. 11 Awesome Surf Spots, Visit California 

<visitcalifornia.com/attraction/11-awesome-surfing-spots> 

 
. California's Most Stunning Surf Spots, Los Angeles Magazine 

<lamag.com/culturefiles/surfing-california-official-sport/> 

 
. California's Seven Best Surf Spots, Mr. Porter  

<mrporter.com/en-us/journal/on-the-road/californias-seven-best-surf-spots/2075> 

 
. California Surf and Travel Guide, Surfline  

<surfline.com/travel/united-states/california-surfing-and-beaches/5332921> 

 
. Longboard Surfing in California, USA Today 

<traveltips.usatoday.com/longboard-surfing-california-101697.html> 
 
. Ride the Waves at the Top 10 Surf Spots in California, US Coachways 

<uscoachways.com/blog/ride-the-waves-at-the-top-10-surf-spots-in-california/> 

 
. Surfing in California: Your Guide to the Best Waves, Tripaneer 

<booksurfcamps.com/news/surf-spots-california> 

 
. Surf's Up: Great Surf Spots in Southern California, KCET 

<kcet.org/shows/socal-wanderer/surfs-up-great-surf-spots-in-southern-california> 

 
. The Best Southern California Surf Spots, Surfer Today 

<surfertoday.com/surfing/the-best-southern-california-surf-spots> 

 
. The Best Surf Spots in Southern California, Columbia 

<blog.columbia.com/best-surf-spots-southern-california/> 

 
. The Best Surfing Beaches in California, California Beaches 

<californiabeaches.com/the-best-surfing-beaches-in-california/> 

 
. Where to Surf in Los Angeles, Discover Los Angeles 

<discoverlosangeles.com/things-to-do/where-to-surf-in-los-angeles> 
 

https://wavehuggers.com/general/10-best-surf-spots-southern-california
https://www.visitcalifornia.com/attraction/11-awesome-surfing-spots
https://www.lamag.com/culturefiles/surfing-california-official-sport/
https://www.mrporter.com/en-us/journal/on-the-road/californias-seven-best-surf-spots/2075
https://www.surfline.com/travel/united-states/california-surfing-and-beaches/5332921
https://traveltips.usatoday.com/longboard-surfing-california-101697.html
https://www.uscoachways.com/blog/ride-the-waves-at-the-top-10-surf-spots-in-california/
https://www.booksurfcamps.com/news/surf-spots-california
https://www.kcet.org/shows/socal-wanderer/surfs-up-great-surf-spots-in-southern-california
https://www.surfertoday.com/surfing/the-best-southern-california-surf-spots
https://blog.columbia.com/best-surf-spots-southern-california/
https://www.californiabeaches.com/the-best-surfing-beaches-in-california/
https://www.discoverlosangeles.com/things-to-do/where-to-surf-in-los-angeles
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1. “Objects Through Time: 1949 Malibu Surfboard.” Migration Heritage Center of New 

South Wales. Accessed November 1, 2015. 

<migrationheritage.nsw.gov.au/exhibition/objectsthroughtime/surfboard> 

2. Los Angeles, California, County Code § 17.12.510. 

3. Warshaw, Matt. The Encyclopedia of Surfing, edited by Matt Warshaw, Orlando, FL: 

Harcourt, Inc., 2003. 

4. surfrider.org. 

 

http://www.migrationheritage.nsw.gov.au/exhibition/objectsthroughtime/surfboard
http://www.surfrider.org/
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